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Wherein are many Neceſſary and Seaſonable 


-| fQUESTIONS| 
| 5 A ND | 
F=-4 : -:p-- = 
| ]Caſes of Conſcience 
| RESOLVED. | 

[Many Encouragements Adminiſtred to Suffe- 

w' | rers; And | 

. Moſt of all the Scriptures ( efpecially in the New Te-| 


| ftament) concerning Perſecutions and. AﬀMictions , 
pertinently cited 5 And 


The Subſtance of divers Hiftories,concerning the Suffer- | 
ing Saints in former Ages, briefly hinted ; And | 


| 
| _ Þ}Intrue Love intended and Communicated to all, eſpe-| 
| | cially the Suffering People of God. 


"Y Heb. 10, 37. For yet alittle while, andhe that fhall come, 
we well come, and will not tarry. | 

' * [|Rev.2.10. Be thou faithful unta the Death , and I will 
| | givetheeaCromn of Life, 
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Printed in the Year, x 664. 
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Hat ſhould the Diſciples and Servants 
f. of Chriſt lock for in, and from this pre- 
GEJON (OH Pars. OOO RT 
EO IR | Anſwer. Many tribulations and 
perſecutious, Joh, 16. 33. Mat. 10..30, Afts 14.22, 2 Cor.4(s. 
2 Timn-3.11, Heb,x0.31,32, 1 Pet.5.9. wages 
Quelt. 2. Whex are the Servants of Chrift erſecuted 1: this world t © 
Anſw. 1. When falſe accuſations, offs 06 bag ſpeeches 
are uttered againſt them, Pſal. 52. 4. and 102.8, Nehen. 6,6, 7. * 
Prov. 26,28, Fer. 12, 6. and 18.18, and20, 7,10, Mat.s.1r, 
Tide 23+ 2, 5. Alts 4. 17,29. Gal.q.,29, Rom,3.s, 4 P48, 16, 
ude IF, | So SN fat | 
2, When their words are perverted and wreſted, Pſal,56,5, 
Tſa:29.21, Fer.23436. Ge IV Soba 01 
3. When falſe witneſles-teltifie untruths againſt them, Pſal.27. . 


12. & 35. 11, I Kings 21. 13. Mat, 26. 59, 60, & 27, I2,13, 
Atts 6.13, Eads SD Wee, >. 14 
4. When their goods are ſpoiled, and taken wrongfully from 
them, Ezck, 38.12,13, 14. Luke 6.30, Heb.10.34. TR» 
5. When they are threatned, vexed, terrified, 'or hindered in 
their Chriſtian Meetings, Duties and Services, A7s.12.2, & x7, 


* 56, x Cor,15-32. Phil.1.28, 2 Theſ.1. 4,6, 7. 


6. When heavy burthens and oppreſlions are laid upon them, 


ſuch as they are not able to bear, Exod. 3.5. with Ads 7. 34+ 


2 Chroz,16.10, Pſal.17.9. Iſa.49.22: Fer, 39,20. 

7. When the traditions and ordinances of Men, contrary to 
the Commands of God, are impoſed upon them, at. 23.4.Luk;* 
I1.46, Gal.i.7, & F.I. & 6.12. ART SEMI 

8, When they are xnpriſoned, baniſhed, beaten ('or any way 
perſonally wronged, or hurt in their bodies ) 'or put to deathfor 
doing the Duties God commands them to do, ' or not doins what 
God forbids them, 2 Chroz. 16, 10. Jer, 37, 15,16. Dan,z.xo, 
12,20, & 6.11,13,16. Mat.14.3, Atis 5.18, & 12,4. 2Cor.n1,' 


23,2425, Heb,11, 36.37. Rev. 12,10, & 12,13, | 
| | B *Queſt, 


\ 


4 Ws 21t 5 119: (0 w_- 
veſt, 3, Why are the Diſciples and Servants of Chriſt perſecuted 2 | 
nſw." 17 dtemuſe- of- the enmity and-hatred that 1s between | 
their perſecutgrs and them, Gen, 3.15." Pſal,F5.i2.; Mat.10,22, 
" 21,L7, nd %5 & HB LY. M2 CES; os au 
2, Becauſe they are of quite contrarpinature ; as Wolves and 
Sheep, Darkneſs, and Light,7/#.'x 1.6, Mathra 3. 2 Cor.6.14. 
3- Becauſe the Perſecuted, and the Peffeciftors, are Children 
of different. Fathers, for the orie are the Children of God, Joh. 
12, Rom.$.16. Gal.3.26, i Fohn 3.x, The other the Children of | 


— al 


5. 


Rea * Ys OE } 


4+ Becauſe they ate Souldiers of (and fight under) two contes- 


$. Becauſe the works of the one are good, the other bad ( and 
that is a maſh ground of thE ſufferings of the godly as it is ſer 
down in.the Scriptures) Gey.4.4, With x Fob. 3. 12, Pſal.38,20. 
Iſs:$9.15. 1:Petd 4, oo |: 481 
6. Becauſe the Perſecutors do not know.God,nor Jeſus Chriſt 
WIS: Afts 3.37, 1 Cor, 2,8, 1 Tim. 1,13. See Pſal.14.4, 
and F3.4. | | | +# ths 
| 7. Becauſe their Perſecutors are unbelieving and unreaſonable f 
men, Rom.15.31, 2 Theſ.3.2. For if they did believe the Scrip- | 
t they could not but ſee that Perſecution is part of the way ; 
. to. Heaven, which the Prophets and Chriſt went through, and f 
which Chriſt taught all his Diſciples to walk in, Mar..t0,rr, x2, ? 
&.30,.25,38,39. andif they were not unreaſonable, they would: * : 
dd to others, as they would have others do to them, as the Law, 
the Prophets, and Chriſt taught, Mar. 7. 12. " 

8. Becauſe the Servants of Chriſt witneſs againſt thoſe wick- — | 
ednefſes that their enemies are guilty of, x Kings 22.8. Foh.7,7. | 
Afts 19.24,25,26,27. | 

9», Becauſe of (or through) the ignotant Zeaf of the Perſecu- | 
EP" they glorifie or ſerve God thereby, 1ſa.66,5. Joh. i 
b I6., 2,3. Acts 26.9. | TULFES 
E- fo” Yea ſometimes without any cauſe or colour thereof, they 
recompence evil for to the Godly, Pſal. 7.4. & 35.7, 19. 
and 69.4, & 109.4. Joh.y,17. - 

, Quelk 4. Bur may not forve of God's People ſufer juſtly, and not 
wnocently ? = | mw. | 4 
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Arſw. Yes, lurc.it is poſſible they 
them cherein do imply, x Perc3,14417./8 4.15. 2) 
© - Queſt j-* Hom may God's People ſuffer juſtly, and not innacentl x 

Anſw. wy provoking God through their fins to give them to-he 
perſecuted Yy. their enemies, P ſal.7 856 . to 62. and 344LI,12, 
13, Execk,14.22,23. | | "x 

2,” By ſome faults and miſcarziages of 'theirs towards men, as 
by evil-ſpeaking, or buſying themſelves in other mens matcers, 
1' Per(24.20, 863.17, & 4.15, et 
- 3, Orby following the advice bf fome.good men, to do things 
they-ſhould'nor ; as Paul did the advice of the Brethren at Feruſe- 
lem,” Ats 21.18, 10.30, and as the young Prophet fellowed the 
advice of the old Prophet to hisdeath, x Kizgs 13.1g,&c. 
"Queſt, 6. Are all' the People of Godits exyett perſecution 1nthis 
#Forld ? 20535 $5. 

Anſw, Yea,all that live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt expe to 


be perfecuted,or to be companionswith them that are perſecuted, 


2 Tim,3.12, 2 Cor,1.7. Heb,10.33, .. 
Queſt... Why are atbthe godly toexpett ſufferings and perſecutrens 2 
Azxſw. 1, Becauſe they are appointed, and called thereunta, 

x Theſ.3.4; x Cor.q4.9, Hat.10.35. x Pet,z;o.& 5.10, 

2, Becauſe it 1s a ſign of their Sonſhip and Saintſhip, Pray, 3. 

12, Amos 3.2, Heh.12,8. | | | 
3. Becauſe Chriſt hath fore-told they ſhould ſuffer and be per- 


ſecuted\ Mat. t0.27 18, Fob,: t5,20,21, & 13.26, with 2I,x8, 


I9, & 16.33. | | CLEDe 
. 4. Becauſe they are therein (as well as other wayes) to imitate 


their head, Chriſt, and ſo to-fill up what is-behind of his fuſferings, 
Foh 5,16, Col,1.24. but not inWay of ſatisfaction for finzas he did. 


5. Becauſe/their Brethren in all ages have been ſufferers, Mar. 


F.12,-Atts 7.5%. Calgon | : ; 

6." Becauſe'it is one of the-wayes that God hath appointed to 
do them good by ; it is food:to feed them ; a ſchool.to teach them; 
water to cleanſe them ; fire to purifie; them ;-a hedge, anda wall, 
ro keep them from their (ins ; and a means to help them ts be pat- 


rakers of his holineſs, Micah'7.14. Pfal: 119. 67, 71. 1f4, 43-2 


Zech.x3.9. Hoſ.2,6. Feb 10.12, Heb,12.20, 1. 
7. Becauſe it is one of the things that doth accompany ſalvation, 


Rom,$.1 P 2 Tim.2, 12, B 2 Queſt, 
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Anſw. \ They were prophane, wicked, and jnridwns} perſons, 


* that di@'not believe; or thoſe that had the form-of godfineſs;with- 
- outithe 52 'of it," Pſal. 10, "2.869, 2,46, 'F Thef. 2,15, and 


2 Thef.3. 24.3 


F Quett. What forts of wit EN "mere thy the al pwicenet ? 6 


Anſw. N11 forts; (i 

I. The ereat Mobarchs:and Emperots of Oy Alrweod, 
Nebuebuttiezzar, Darius," Autiochas, Nero, and the 'other 'Empe- 
rors that followed : i$o Kings, as: Pharoaks Sim, Teroboden, «Ahab, 
Herolli'%i6. as Davill (aid; Prinots Petſecmted: me without cauſe, 


| Ifet; -IX9.3GL. *x RI £11&* 52 09 $518 


"2. ThehighrPriefts, infertof.Priefis, and falſe Proflhets;. Ma, 
26. 57: Jobs 18.24. Alts 23.2, Fer.26.8. 5-p\ 

3 e Preſidents, Rulers, - udges; Cotrtiers, and Lawyers, 
Fer. 38:4.'Pſal. 22.10, Dan,'6. 6, i, 7. Ef. 3. 6.1 COG 22494 5Þ. 
Luke 11.45,46, Atts 24,2," .-i 

4- The Men of: War, Captains and Souldiers Lunks, 23-115, 
HMat.27.27, Aitsi%2..6, +. 

5; Phe whole muttiude of ungodly ceſs” Mat. Ig..8, 1. 
MAfts 25.36: 

6. The little Children did perſecute Job, and Eliſha, Fob I9- 
x8. # Kings 2.23, © 

Queſt. 10. But were not : rhoſe that did wer; come elagether fr. 
gers to ſuch as they perſecuted ? 

Auſw. No. But many of them were their familiars, Plat. 41,9. 
Fer.20. x0; their Mothers Children, 'Pſal. 69.8. Cant.1.6 Fohn 3, 
I2, and as our Saviourſaid, The Brother ſhall deliver up the Bro- 
m_ to death; and'the'Eather. the Child, and the:C 'hildren Rat) rife up 

ainſt their Parents, and cauſe them to. be- put to death ; and ” [hall be 


; evaed: bath by Parents 'and -Brethren, pd Kixsf elks,. and Z ruqnds, 


and ſome of you ſhall they canfe to be put to, Heath, Mart..1o, 2.x. 
Luke 21.16; Many: ſuch inſtances; WE have-in the Ten firſt Per- 
Fecutions. | 

Queſt, x1. But were thr none ts f prphane id eb gi pet- 
fond that did Eee Fr 


Oey 


coſy. 
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* Anſw. 'Yes; thoſe that had afortn of Godlineſe without the 
power, as The Phariſees ; particularly, Pawl before his converſion n 
and the devout women that. perſecuted Pay; , Luks £1.40. Atts 9. 
2, and 14.50, 

Queſt. 12. Who beſides were perſecntors 

Anſw, Falſe Brethren, and/Members of Churches, being ſelf. 
ſeekers, bong ahd MNRGTES; Pſal, 35.16, Gal.2 4. Aer, 
2614205 + +; 

QueR. 3. | But do the S c riptores ſhew 7 infances of any who were 
Godly«that did perſecute ? - .' 

Anſw. Yes lure, . Aſa. nf is faid. to be of 2 perfect heart;did 
put'the- Prophet (or Seer) in-priſon/:and Fob's friends, who doubt- 
leſs were good men, did A Joy him: .and the reſt of the Diſci- 
ples did little leſs to and James : and we may ſuppoſe that 
ſome'of Foſephs SrE gre fiſt perſecuted, and then ſoldhim, 
were godly men : fehoſaphar alſo was guilty 'of Ahabs fin, in im- 
priſoning Micamah, in as much as he: did not then intercede for 
him, 2 Chron:26. 10. Fob 19,22, Mat|20424: Gen,37. 4,:5,$,10, 
19428. 's Kings 22,27. O that we were without inſtances of that 
kind, in our dayes, and amonelſt our ſelves! 

; Welt 14. How comes it to o pe that the Godly perſecute 0148 anc 
they 2 

Anfw. By reaſon of their own corruptions, andthe remprati- 
ons of - Saran, the mif+apprehentions of one anothet ('as Fob's 
Friends had of-him, in thinking him to þe an Hypocrite,or wicked 
man) and by. reaſon of Backbiters, and Make-bartes, | who fow 
diviſions among Brethren,” and'ſo Qirring up their paſſions and 
corruptions, one againſt $9" <% which gendereth unto, .and end- 
eth in perſecution, Job 6.4,6,7. Prov,6.19, and 18.8, _. - 

Queſt 15. Is it the. revealed will of Gid the Father,and of C brit, 
that apyſhontd be perſecuted or defirayed, for Religiow or Conſcience 

ARE-9 77S 
FA Anſw. No Curly, See Job 19. 22 72, 2iet *, " "_y $o9K 
16, Mat.7.12. Ats 7.52, WE ; 
. Queſt. 16. How doth that farther appear: 2p 
Anſw. 1. Becauſe it is contrary to the nature and behaviour of 


God and Chriſt, who are-gractous, merciful, patient,and long: -ſuf- 
33+ 


feling to the work of men, much mare to the Righteous, Jo 
| 24,25» 
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24,23 .Jouah 4.2,Mzt.5 .45 Jake 6.35,36. Row.2,4.7 Tirm:2.4. 
'2. Becaule it is contrary to the end of Chrifts coming into the 
world, who came to'ſave mens lives, and not to defiroythem, 
Luke 9.56, 1Twm.1.13, 07.51 Dl 
3. Becauſe perſecution for. Religion 1s a fin, therefore-it is 
contrary, and not according to the: revealed will of Gad-;. See 
 Mat.5.12, Luke 11,9. 1 Cor.15,49. Gal.1,12, 1 Tim,1.13, 

4+ Becauſe that perſecuting the Saints and Servants of God, 
and of Chriſt, for Religion, 1s to perſecute God and Chriſt him- 
ſelf, 2 Kings 19,6, Pſal.83.5. & 21.11, 1j4.37,28. Exelg35.13- 
Zech,2,8$. Afts 9:5. 1 Corg$.12. 2 Cor.t.y. Col.1.24. 

5- Becauſe Chriſt hath-commanded, that the Tares ſhould grow 
together in the field (or world) with the Wheat, until-the Hax- 
velt, Mat.13.30. - 1 249h:243 72 oft 

6, Becaule it is contrary to the Law of natuxe to do to others 
what we would not have them do to us, HMat.7.12. Luke 6,35, 

7.. Becauſe it doth arrogate a judicialpower over the Conſcien- 
ces of men, which ispeculiar 'to Chriſt alone, and in that ſenſe 
Saints are the ſubje&s of Chriſt enly, 1/a, 3 3. 22. Rom 1449. 
James 4.12, | | 

8. Becauſe it is a deſtruQtive principle to humane ſociety zfor 
by the ſame Rule one power or authority may perſecute thoſe that 
will not conform to their Laws. ;-another of contrary judgement 
may as well perſecute them; as Indians the Turks, and They Chri- 
ey and ſo among Chriſtians, Papiſts Proteftants, and Proteſtants 

apiſts. ; 

9. Becauſe it is a breach of the Law of Love, which commands 
men to love their Neighbours as themſelves, Levit.19. 18, Mat. 
I2,39, Rom, 13,9 287; up 

0,” Becauſe it is the Lord alone that muſt perſwade men to be 
of the true Religion (if they be in an'errour) and ſatisfie doubtful 
conſciences, Gex,9:25. Pſal.25.8,9, Iſa.29, 24. & 30. 25, Fohn 
6.44, & 10.16, xCor.4. 7. Phil.3.15. 

Ix, Becauſe every man 1s to give an account to God for him- 
ſelf, and for his own aRions, and not for anothers, Rom, 14. 12. 
2 Cor,5. IO, . | 

12, Becauſe to perſecute, is to beat their fellow-ſervants, 
which Chriſt doth utterly diſallow of, M4r.24.49. Uh 

T3, Becauſe 
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. x3, Becauſe it is the will of Chriſt, that the Rulers'of this 
world ſhall be ſubje& to him, and his Kingdome, 'jn ſpirienal 
things; and that his people ould be obedient tothem in alt 1aw- 
ful civil things, Pſal.2,10,tx,r2. and 148.1; and x49,8, Row, 
I3. 3» 

'X4. Becauſe it 18 a mark of Aztieby;, and the Whore, to per- 
ſecure;and one of the fins for which they are to be deftreyed, Rev. 
13.15,16, and 18.6,24, | | 

Ig. If it be lawful by God's Word to puniſh for matters of 
Religion and Conſcience, then it isneceffary to ſhew out of the 
ſame word, what ſorts of erroneous perſons are to be puniſhed,and 
if they do that, and begin with the right perſons ( which are Ido- 
laters and falſe Worſhipers) then their hands may be firlt againſt 
n= and their own friends, and ſo have enough to do-at 

ome. 

Queſt. ' x7. But have not civil Magiſtrates power to make Laws, 
( erther differing from, or contrary to the Laws of God ) to bind mens 
Conferences ? | 

Anſw, By no means, | | | 

r, Becauſe that would argue, that Chrift the great Law=giver, 
had not provided and left ſufficient Laws for his Church, and that 
the Scriptures are imperfect therein, which is clear to the contra- 
ry, I/a.42.4. Exck,43.11,12, Heb.7,6, 2 Tim.3.16. 

2, Becauſe God hath under the penalty of a dreadful curſe,for- 
biddetr men to adghto his Word, Dent.4.2. & 12.32, Prov, 30,6, 
Rev.22.19, | | ; 

3- Becauſe that was condemned by the Lord formerly tn Ru- 
ters, 2 Chron-21,11, x Kings 16.26, compared with Mic. 6.46: 

4. Becauſe that tends to make the greateſt rents in the Church 
of God, for one commands one thing 11 one Nation, and another, 
4 contraty thing, in atiother Nation; As at this day in'moſt gene=- 
rations is evident ; ſome making Laws againſt all' that profeſs 
Chriſtianity, and Chriſtians ( by name ofily )* making. Laws otie 
againſt another, as Papiſts agaitift Proteſtants, &c. 

5, Becauſe God requires of Masiſtrates, as well as” others, to 
walk according to thoſe Laws he hath'given therh, Dene- x7, x5, 
19,20, 2 Kings 11,12, Nehem.9.34. Ffal 2:10; | 

6. Becauſe this binds thent to be: coliformable t6 the me 
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Dent.6,13 37,18. 


ſuch/Rulers; whether.'good -or bad, and-not tothe will of God, 


-7. Becaiſe this is to imitate Avtrebriſt, who makes. Laws to 


bind the Conſciences of men, Dar.*7. 25, Rev,"13.15,16, See 
Anſwer 14. to the 16th Queſtion. 24 

- 8- Becauſe the Rules of a Chriſtians 6bedience, will beuncer- 
tain';. for the Magiſtrate's Laws may dye with him, and he that 
ſucceeds him make contrary Laws ; as we find, what ſome of. the 
good Kings of Fudah ſet up according to Gods Word, their wicked 
Sons pulF'd down, and commanded the contrary, compelling the 
people thereto, 2 Chron, 21, 5, x1,12,15, and 34-35. and.36.s, 
2 Kings 21,2, | 

9. Becauſe if the civil Magiſtrate makes, and impoſes any 

unrighteous Law, he makes the people fin by a Law, which is an 
aggravation of their fin, 2 Chron.3 349. Pſal.o4.20. Iſa.i0,, 

..X0, Becauſe if the Magiſtrate hath power to make Laws con- 
trary to Gods Laws, then it is lawful for the people to obey thoſe 


Laws, But it is not lawful for them to obey ſuch Laws; therefore 


It is not lawful for him to make them, _ | 
Queſt. x8. 1sit a fin in Chriſtians not to obey Rulers when they 
command things that are contrary to Gods Word ? 
Anſw, It is not certainly. 
Quett. 19. How prove yog that ? 
- Anſw. x, Becauſe God hath abſolutely forbidden Chriſtians to 
obey any men in that caſe, x Cor, 7.2 3.Gal.5,x.qgſ-2.20. 7 itsL.I4o 
2, Becauſe many Saints of God in former ages ( by Gods ap- 
probation ) did not do it; as Mordecas, the three young meu, Da- 


mel, the Apoſtles and others, as you may clearly ſee, Efther 3.2,, 


33445. Dar.3.5,12,1S and 6, 6, to 12, As 4, 18,19,29, Nay, 
ſome did aRually reſiſt ſuch commands ; as Elyjah the command 
of Abaziah, 2 Kings 1.9. Eliſha, Foram's, 2 Kings 6, 31. The 
Army of Saul, his command, 1 Sam, 14445. So did tbe Waldenſes, 
Albigenſes, Bohemians, &c, : | 

3. Becauſe they that did obey the commands of men contrary 
to Gods command (though they were compelled thereto, yet, ſin- 
ned againſt the Lord, which they had not-done;if it had been law- 
ful for them to obey-mens commands, contrary to his commands, 
x Kings 12.28,29,30. & 14,x6, & 16,13,19, & 2 Kings 17.21, 
22, 2 Chron.21,11,12;13:; | 4+ Becauſe 
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4. Becauſe Rulers ceaſe to be Rulers in that particular, when 
thzy command things direQly contrary to God's Word ( though 
they continue (till Rulers in other things.) As that learned Biſhop 
Andrews, in his Catechiftical Do&cine upon the fifth Command- 
ment (ſh:zwing the duties of Superiors ) hath theſe words, on 
x Sam, 15.26, ſpoken by Samuel to Saul, ** Thou haſt reje&ed 
<« the Word of the Lord, When a Magiſtrate cafteth afide the 
«© Word of God, if it be clear and evident, that his command- 
«ment is contrary to his Commiſſion, he ceaſeth in that particu-= 
&« far command to be our Superiour, becauſe his Commilſion ex- 
© tends not to command again God; and therefore though in 
© other things he mult be obeyed il}, and his Commiſſion con- 
© tinues in force for other matters',. yet in that wherein he 
cc - without or againſt his Commiſſion, he muſt not be obey- 
*""; 

5. Becauſe then the Martyrs, that ſuffered in-all Ages, and 
Nations, ſuffered as guilty perſons, and all their ſufferings were 
vain, and they unwiſe ; for they need not to have ſufferedif they 
had obeyed their Rulers commands. 

Queſt. 20. For what did the People of God ſuffer in former Ages? 

Anſw. In general, For witneſſing a good Profeſſion by word and 
deed, for the true God, Jeſus Chriſt, and his Truths; and againſt 
Idolatry, Superſtition, Traditions, and Wickedneſſes of men, that 
were ſetup, and committed in the ſeveral Ages, and Countries, 
where theſe Witneſſes of God, and Chriſt, lived and ſuffered 
in. | 
Queſt. 21. For what did _ ſuffer in particular ? 

Anſw. 1, For walking (and ſerving God) better than others, 
Gen.4- 4, 5,6,7. With 1 fobn 3.12. Mat.23.35,37. Alts 7.52, 
x Ti, 6,17, See the firſt Anſwer to the third Queſtion, | 

2. For reproving the fins of Rulers ; as Zechariah, the Son of 

Jehoiada the Prieſt, Foaſh, 2 Chron,24.22, Jobs the Baptiſt, He- 


rod, Mat, 14.3,4+ and Stephen, the Council, As 7.51. 


3. For preaching” Feſ#s Chriſt : So were all the Apoſtles, and 
moſt, or all of the ſeventy. Diſciples, and many more of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt in ſeveral Ages ; aswe read in Hiſtories. 

4. For profeſling and only calling upon the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Alts 9, 21, Be 22, 4y F- Fo were many thouſands in the 

ten. 


> ; TS I fie Lids ax 
- LE LS "4 X CRP 
P HP "S. *- 4 
$i 


COLES PIER Fo : A 4s GO WR uE TN ; "xx © "G28 ” x 28 OBRLLES det . 
" " & 4 F 2 oe EAT -- re "I > . * 
OE. ON Sx BAR EPR 4Z WP 


Y TILES. i A. Et p 5 - *2% , 
7 - —— 4 Ip. 1-4 . 
COOLS 000 3 9, WET IE. NE OBE 55 

. \ —_ 4 fe "> Y 


# "1 > A) & - : 
Co Wb A ae. can B>I25 ys 3% 
i ae © ke Sy ” : Fn op Es OED 
.Þ it : 4 $5 A. 
: Io FR 


7 | Eh a 
ten firſt perſecutions, only for being Chriſtians, and confefling 
theauſelves ſo to be. 

5, For diſobeying the unlawful commands of Rulers, as the 
three young Men, Darie/, Meordecai, and many more, Dar, 3. and 
Chap.6, Eſth.3. as is thewed before inthe 2d Anſwer to the 19th 


Queſiton, 


6. For being ef the Linage of Dav:4, or related, according to. 


the fleſh,to Chriſt ; as Herod did kill the Babes of Berhlem (hopins 
to kill Chriſt the King of the Fews) Mat.2, And ſo Domitiar the 
Emperor put forth a Decree to ſearch for all of the Lineage of 
David, and to ſlay them. 

7, For refuſing to ſacrifice to Heathen Idols, as thoſe called 
Tupiter, Apollos, Neptune, Hercules, &c. 
* 8. For eſhirming that thoſe and ſuch Idols, were not true Gods, 
but falſe, 

9. Becauſe they would not blaſpheme and deny Chiiſ, 

x0. Fox breaking down and overthrowing Idols, and Idolatrous 


Temples. 
11, For confeſſing the Trinity, This Perſecution Was from rhe 


Avyriavs, - | 
x2, For reproving the cruelty of the Tormenters, and ſhewing 


any pitty or charity to the Tormented, 
13. For mentioning Pharoah, Nebuchadnezar, Herod, &c. in 


» 


their Sermons, Miniſters were accuſed ta. mean the King, and 
thereupon wore baniſhed, or killed, . 
14. Fornot ſwearing for the fortune of Ceſar, or by their hea- 


thenith and Idol-gods.. 
15. For not worſhiping the Image of the Emperor Domitias. 
16. For expreſſing faithfulneſs. to good Rulers ; as the Chri- 
ftians did to Conſtantine the great. zthe Bohemians to Frederick, for 
which alſo Saw/, commanded: Doeg to Kill 8 of the Lords Prieſts, 


and their families, 1 Sam,22.18,19.. 


17. Fordenying the real preſence of the body of Chriſt at the 


Sacrament. or-not holding Tranſubſtantiation ;--that is, That the 
bread, after the Prieſt hath conſecrated it, is not the real body of 
Chriſt. This was the point upon which moſt of Martyrs ſuffered 

in Queen. Mares dayes. 
' I$, For not going to'hear aſs ( which was commanded by 
the 
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the Emperor, and ſome of the Kings of France,the Duke of Savoy, 


and others) upon pain of death. 
19, Por teſtifying that the Pope was Antichriſt, as ſome went to 
Rome to do ; as we read, that an Engliſh man and a Portwgal did. 
20, For ſaying, that the Maſs was a plain denial of the death 
of Chriſt. C9 
21, For throwing down their Hoſt, or Breaden-ged, as we reade 


of two Engliſh men that did, one in the year, 1582, and the other 


i Rowe, 1592, as divers Rozies relate, 

22, Bzcauſe they would not live after the manner of. the 
Church of Rome, as to offer for the dead, buy pardons, &7. So 
did divers in Scotland, and other places. 

23, For refuſing to pray to the Virgin Mary. 

24. For ſelling Bibles, and other godly and Orthodox Books, 

25. For witneſſing againlt the Biſhops, the National Church of 
E:gland, and Ceremonies ; as Greenwood, Barrow, Penry.; and 
others in Queen El:zabeths dayes. | 


26, For refuſing at the Command of the King and Parliament 


of France, to deliver up their godly Miniſters and School-maſters; 
as the A»gromens did, as we reade ig the Hiſtory of the ale 


denſes, 
27, For hearing Sermons; as many ſuffered under the tenth 


Perſecution, and in ſeveral ages fince, more or leſs, Sofor fing- 


ing Pſalmes, and reading good Books, | 
Queſt, 22. Theſe were weight) matters, aud worthy the ſuffering 
for ;but do you read that any of them:ſuff ered for little or ſmall matters ? 
Anſw. We do not readein any Hiſtory,'divine or humane, that 
any of the Martyrs did thus:dinguiſh between great and ſmall 
orounds of ſufferings ; but whether they were lawful or-unlawful 
according to God's Word, And withal we reade, that many did 


ſuffer for ſuch things, which doubtleſs, manyin theſe dayes would 


account bur ſmall ; as for not obeying thoſe Popiſh commands, of 
forbidding to eat fleſh in Lext, or working upon Holy-dayes, &c. 
(as they call them) which many of the aldenſes and old Puritans 
would.not obey, More particularly ; 4 
I, Thoſe that ſuffered for not eating ſwines fleſh(Which though 
x was forbidden under the Law,yet thouſands of the Jews in thoſe 


 daye$, ſwallowed greater evils) as we xeade in the Maceabees,of a 
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wornan and; her ſeven ſons, that ſuffered as ſore torments ( to my 
thinking) atid with as much courage and patiencezas any Maityrs 
we read of, in any Hiſtory whatſoever, | 
2, Others becauſe they would not. communicate with wicked | 
"i the Arr:avs, who denied the Trinity and Divinity of 
rift. | 
3. For not uſing Popiſh Ceremonies' in the Service of God, 
which were commanded by, the Rulers : Thus cid many of the 
Waldenſes, and Nonconformity in this and other Nations, 
4. For keeping private Meetings or Conventicles (Which is 4 fo 
piece of the Devils old coyn ) and not leaving them when they 
were forbidden ; nay, the. more they were forbidden, the more 
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they met. | 
5. For ( onthe contrary) turning their private meetings into | 


publick, when-their numbers did increaſe; 

6, For not appearing” at their Popiſh. Courts when they were 
ſummoned; as the YWaldeyſes. 

7s Forrefuſing tobe re-baptized by Hereticks; _ as.the Arrians 
were, mentioned above. SHA 

8. Foreating fleſti-on Good-Friday (as it is called) as four men 


were hanged-in Scotland, 1543, 
9. Some would net bow to the Image or Pictures of: the Empe- 


rors ; as Domutzan and Fulian. | 
10, Others would not give the Title of LORD'to any, for fear 
of derogating from Chrilt:. 


UTI C2 en 


IE. Another. might have faved his life by bowing. and ſaying, 
God fave.Ceſar, as he paſſed by the Emperors palace, 

x2, Another would not-give ſo much as a half: penny towards 
' the building of an Idols. Temple, to ſave himſelf. ; 
x3, Others would not held a ſtick.of fite in their hands, whilſt. | 
their perſecutors did; behind.them,, thyuſtie to the Incenſe. 1 
14, Nay others, when-they.did nothing at all, yet ſome of their- | 
Heatheniſh neighbours,or friends, would cry:they did, and ſo car- ;| 
ry them away,and preſerve them-from death; yet the bleſled Mar- | 
tyrs would not be filent, but cryedout, they would. not doit, | 
'I5, Some in the Heatheniſh times would not kiſs the 1de/s,and | 
others. under Azticbrs/, would notſo-much as hold a Crucifixin. | 
their hands, to.ſave their lives. | 
| | 16, Othets- | 
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as. 7 Þ 8 es: 
16, Others hadtheir lives offered thentupon condition, either 


believing Harlets. | | 

17. Others, if they would but acknowledge, they had been in 
23n errour. \ | <3: 

18, Yea, ſome being offered time: to confider; would not ac- 
cept of it. | 

Theſ e, With many more inſtances, ſhew how the holy Martyrs 
of 01d, would nor defile their Conſciences in the leaſt to ſave their 
lives, and as the Apcſile ſaith, not accepting deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better Teſurre&ion, Heb. 11,35, 


of marrying,” ox committing uncleanneſs with ſome of their un- 


Quelt. 23. But all theſe did ſuffer upon a ſjiritual account, and 
for the matters of Gods ſervice'; but de you read of any that did ſuffer 


upon a civil account 
Anſw... Yes, we read in divers-Hiſtozies, of many that did ſuf- 
fer upon a civil account; as, _ | 
I, The Maccabees under Antiochus;. And the Waldenſes, Athi- 
genſes, Bohemians, &c. under the King of France, the Emperor;&c. 
for pleading for their civil, as well 'as religious Liberties: Many 
more inftances you may find, both 'in Mr, Fox, and 'Mf. Clarks 


Martrologi "IN 


- 


2. Some ſuffered for refuſing to take Oiths: aSin the fifth per. 


ſecution,under Severus the Emperor, One Capt. Baſilides,for refu- 
ſing to (wear on the behalf of his Souldiers, was beheaded, So Hun- 
rick, King of the Vandals, inthe year-450, impoſed-an'oath upon 
ſome godly Biſhops and Miniſters, whereupon ſome taking it, ard 
others refuſing 1r, they were all baniſhed ; the-one, as he pretend- 
ed, for diſobeying the command of Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear not at: 
al; and the others, becauſethey would not have the Kings Son 
reign over them. So-ſome forrefuling to ſubſcribe the fix Articles 
in King Hexry the eighth's time; and'other fince in Bohemraup- 
ON 2 Civil account, . | MID | 
Queſt. 24.. Bat theſe were called and neceſſitated to ſuffer, and 
did not thruſt forth themſelves upon ſufferings ; but would: not they 
have avoided it if they could ? * | | 
Anſw. Surely no: Daniel might have forborn-opening' his Win- 


dows ; and ſo might thoſe that went to - Rowe to-witneſs againft 


the Pope; and.they that lung down.the Hoſt; and:ſo:might _ 
43 - 
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lend (one of our-Engliſh Martyrs) Rriking the Prieſt when he ad- 
miniſtred the Maſs; but theſe, like that Proto-Aartyr, Stephen, 
were ſo filled anti fired with the Spirit, that it could not but break | 
out. As Jeremiah ſpeaks of the Word of God, That it was as fire ; 
in his bones; fo their zeal was fo much for God and his Glory,and | 
a0ainſt Sin-and Idolaary, that they could not forbear : and ſo was 
the love-of- thoſe to Chriſt, that came many miles to Rowe, and 
' Rood upon the Theatre, and cryed, We are Chriſtians : Others; 
eſpecially one poor woman (whoſe zeal ſRopped the fury of the 
. enemy) -would go to the meetings of the Saints, When ſhe knew 
they were to be butchered, and flain there ; others ſtood up like 
waliantSouldiers of Chriſt (when ſome of their brethren began ro 
faint) and ſpake publickly and boldly in their Courts for Chriſt 
and their fellow Chriſtians ; nay, ſome offered to dye for others. 
«Queſt. 25. But were th:re not many falſe things laid to the charge 
.of thoſe Sufferers tn ſeveral Ages? 
-Anſw, Yea lure, | 
- .Quelſt. Phat were ſome of them ? op” 
 _. Hnſw. x, That they Were the Troublers of the Nation; as Ahab 
ſaid to Eliſha," 1:Ksngs 18, 17, So when any Peſtilence, Dearth, 
«OT ae orher-Judgements befel the Heathens formerly, it was im- 
' puted to the Chriſtians. ES 
2, Thatthey didintend to rebel againſt the King, and would 
\not pay him any more Tribute, or Cuſtome.- This was laid to the 
charge of :Nehemiah, Ezra, and the other Jews, by their Enemies, 
Nehem.6.6. Ezra 4. 12,13, | | 
3. That they did diſobey the Laws of the King. So were the 
Jews in general accuſed by Hamar. So was Daniel, and his three 
Companiont, Efth.3.8. Dan.3.12.and 6.13. 
4. That they did ſpeak againſt God and his Laws,and the King | 
and his Decrees, and the Ordinances of the Church : which were { 
laid (but falſely) to the charge of Chriff, Srephen, Paul, and others, 


A1at.26.61, Luke 23.2. Als 6.13, and 17,7. and 21,28. | 
5. That when a fire broke out in a City, they ſaid the Chriſti. 
ans ſet the City on fire. As Nero, to ſatisfie his luſt, cauſed Rowe 
to be ſet on fire, and then ſaid, it was the malice of the Chriſti- 

ans, and thereupon raiſed a ſore Perſecution againſt them. | 

G6, That in their private Meetings ( which they yon—_ 

ticles | 
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Bs i 0 | 
ticles) they did uſe to put out the Candles, and to commit Adul. 
tery, Incelt,and other wicked things ; and this accuſation is above 
T500 years old, which the Heathens in the ſecond Perſecution 
charged the Chrittians falſely with:and the Papiſts afterwards the 
Waldenſes ; and to this day the black-mouth-lying- Devil and his 
ſeed, ſpits out this old Rinking falſhood and ſlander : many other 
thtngs were, and [till are falſely charged againſt the innocent Pe- 
ple of God. _ | EA og 

| Queſt, 26, But do youreade that the Perſecutors of Gods People had 
ax) particular ends-of their own, as well as their hatred to Religion ? 

Ahſw, Yea ſure, ED 

1, Some did it out of perſonal-revenge, as Haman did to Mor. 
deat, becauſe he would not bow-to him, Efb.3.5,6, &c. | 

2, Some did it to curry favour with the King z as we reade of 
ſome of Ahaſuerus's Counſellors did, Ezra 4.8, &c. | 

3+ Some did it out of envy, becauſe they were more excellent 
and in-greater favour than themſelves ; as Foſeph's Brethren did 
Foſeph ; and Korah did, Gen, 37.4, Numb. 16, 1,2,3, With Pſal.- 
196, 16, Numh, 12. 2,8. So.the.Prefidents and Princes, againſt 
Damel, Dan.6,3,4. It is dangerous for a good man tobe in a bad . 
Coutt. 

4. Some did it out of a prejudice they had againſt ſome of their- 
relations ; as Aaron and Miriam did Meoſes,for Zipporab his wives - 
ſake, Numb,12,1,2, Thus my dear Brethren ( who are both na» - 
turally and ſpiritually ſo,) do (as they were) A good caution, 

5, Some do it under pretence of keeping their oaths or Word;as 
Hered behezded John the Baptiſt, Mat. 14.7, Some to-pleaſe the 
people ; as it is ſaid of. another Herod..( called Herod Agrippain 
Hiſtories) impriſoned Perer,after he had.killed Fame«(rhe brother 
of Fohr) before, As 12..1,2, becauſe he ſaw it was pleaſing to - 
the Fews ; upon. the ſame.account did Feſtus leave Paxl. bound, 
Aths 24.27, K 25.9... | : 

6, Some did it to maintain and keep their ſinful crafts and 
trades ; ſo did Demerrims,and his fellow. crafts-men, to Paul, Af, 
19.24,25,26,27, and Simon Magus ( as Hiſtanes write,) oppy= 
fſed-Sims Peter, ill God broke his neck... | 

7. Some Potentates and Princes(through miſtakes) thinking to. / 


prevent Chxiſt's Kingdom, and to preſerve their own, did ws 
gs h ' Heres: 
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Herold the firſt, flew all the Babes of Bethlehem ( Mat.2.26.) the 
like did Darien the Emperour, decree that all David's Seed 


ſhould be ſearched for, and (lain. : 
8. Some Apoſtates, to expiate for their own former faults 
azainſt Rulers; or becauſe the People of God have caſt them (for 


ſome wickedneſs, ot hereſfie) out of their-ſociety, do perſecure , 


and theſe, like Fudes and Fuliay, are the worſt, keeneſt, cruelleſt, 


and moſt mercileſs of any others ; as we find ſome of the Jews 
-were that fell off to Antiochas,recorded in the book of Maccabees, 
and many others in moſt or all generations and countries, where 
\perſecutions Were. | | 
Queſt, 27. But why do ye call the Apoſtate-perſecntors the worſt ? 
eAuſw. Becauſe theſe have more knowledge of the People and 


'Wayes of God, and their P:inciples, and the places and times 


of their Meetings, as Judas had, _ 

"2. Becauſe theſe are apter to ſeduce and draw afide others from 
the Trith ; as we find ſome in the Apoſiles dayes did, Afts 29. 
30, Gal,i.6,7. and 2. 4, And Antichriſt, and the falfe Propher 
are ſuch; who are become the tail of the. Beaſt, and draw the 
third part of the Stars of Heaven down'to the Earth, t Joh,2.18, 
19,21, Rev.12,3,4. | : EE > 
3. Becauſe the Devil 1s re-entred with greater power into ſuch 
perſons, than others that have not profeſſed ; as our Saviour faith 

of ſome, Mat. 12.43,44,45- Thus was Fuds, Joh 13.2,27, 
4. Becauſe theſe men being eiven up to a reprobate mind; and 


- having their conſciences ſeared, they can ſpeak and do things With 


leſs trouble than other men, Rom. 1.28. 1 7:m.4.1,2,3, 
5. Becauſe theſe men-muſt (becauſe of their forme? profeſſion) 
a& higher and worſe than others, orelſe they cannot be in favour 
with, nor be credited by the wicked, but will bz till under ſuſpi- 
tion, unleſs they commit ſhameful and -publick wickedneſs, as 
eAlbſolom did. | | 
' 6. Becauſe their perſecution , or the aQs that they do, afflit 
the very ſpirits of the Godly that are perſecuted. This Fob, Da- 
wid, yea, and our Saviour Chriſt, complains of, Jeb 19,14, Pſal, 
41.9. Joh 13.18. ; : IR 
"7. Becaufe thefe Apoſtates (being Hypocrites ) they carry it 
covertly (as Fudardid) that peradventure they will be n-ver __ 
COVELCE 
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covered nor ſuſpeRed, till the very time they a& their treachery 
againſt others : and true Chriſtians are not apt to be jealous of 
others, where they ſee not juſt cauſe ; and therefore are in greater 
peril of theſe falſe Brethren, as Pas! was, 2 Cor. 12,26, than of 
others; and therefore Apoſtates , or ſecret falſe Brethrer, .are al - 
wayes dangerous, and moſt to be feared. Fi Bk 

Queſt. 28, Suce they are ſo, I pray you how may we hnow. ſuch 
before hand ? 

Anſw. A certain abſolute knowledge of ſuch, none have: but 
the Lord (Fer.17.10, Amos 4.13, Foh.,2,25, & 6,64, & 13.10, ) 
till they diſcover. themſelves.: For the other 11, Apoſtles did not 
know J#das at. ſupper, which was but a few hours before the trea- 
chery was committed, And Peter was at firlt miſtaken in :.$5mor 
Magus; and ſo Paulin Demas : Though it'is true, God gives a 
diſcerning to ſome 1n the Church to know ſomefalſe Teachers, to 
warn the Saints to take heed of them ; which may be the meaning 
of that Scripture, L Cor, 12,10. To another(%5 given) the diſcerning 
of Spirits. | - Te 

Fay 29. But what Charatters would you . groe to help to kuow 
ſuch that are falſe brethren, or diſciples, before they appear altogether 
0? 

, Anſw. 1, Uſually they are under the power of ſome other fin, 
25 coverouſneſs, uncleanneſs and pride ; which if they be looked 
to narrowly, will appear before their Apoltacy ; as Fudas's baſe 
covetouſneſs did,in envying ihat good Action of Mary, in anoint- 
ins the feet of Chriſt with precious Ointment, Joh» 12,3,4,5,6. 
See Tit,x.1l, 2 Pet.2,1,2,3,14. | 

2. They are ſuch as do endeavour to ſow and ſpread falſe Do- 
crines and Opinions in the Churches wherein they are,or were ; 
contrary to the DoQrine which was firlt preached there ; as the 
following inſtances do plainly prove, AZ.15.24. 8& 20.30.1 Cor. 
15.12, Gal.1,7. & 2.4,5,6. & 3.1, 2 Theſ.2,2, I Tim. 4.1,2, 
2. 2 Tim,1,15. & 2,16,17,18, Tit,1.10,L1, -2 Petz2,1, 1 Fohn 
2,18,21, and 2 Epiſt, verſ.7. Rev.2.14,20, 

3. They are ſuch as either have gone themſelves out of the 
true, Goſpel-gathered-Churches ; inwhich ſence the following 
Scriptures may be underſtood, Atts 15.24. Heb, 10,25, 1 Johu 
x9. orelſe ſome that were juſtly caſt'out, x Ty, I, 19, 2 Tame 

| D 2.17, 


i) 


2, 7, 1B, Oc which ſort we read of many in former Ages « and 


know too many in our dayes, 
4+ In turns and changes they are much diſcerned; as when 


any turn or change makes for.their advantage,they fall in with it ; 
or if another change or turn comes that may bring them undex 
perſecution, they comply and conform, in part or whole, there- 
with, to'thun the Croſs: As many of: the Jews did forſake theix 
Brethren, and went into Aztochus Epiphanes, telling him, they 
would forfake the Religion of their Fathers, and be of the Kings 
Religion ( as we read in the book of Maccabees) So many of the 


Fews, it is ſuppoſed, turned Herod:ans,or of King Herod the Great's 
Religion (which was partly Jewiſh, and partly Heatheniſh) Mar. 
£2.16; Mark $. x5, Sodoubleſs many of Afa that forſook Pay, 
andefpecially Phygelins and Hermogenes , Hymeneas and Philetw, 


See 2.Tim,i.if. & 4.16, 

5. They are ſuch as perſwade others to conform with the Prin. 
ciples of their Perſecutors, to avoid Perſecution, Gal,6, 12, 

6, They do put too.much weight upon ſome Ordinances, or 
Kiohr others, AF 15. 24. Thus did the Scribes and Phariſees, 

ark 2.24. Tinke 7.30. 

7. They are. very earneſt and diligent to make Diſciples, and 
to draw them: totheir principles and wayes, As 20, 30, Tir. x. 
Iz, 2 Tim,3,6. Nay, many, yea, all, but thoſe whoſe names are 
written in the Book of Life, ſhall be deluded and drawn away by 


them, Mat.24,24. 2 Pet.2,2. Rev.13.8. 


8. Thoſe falſe Brethren and Seducers, they ſpeak againi thoſe 
that were formerly their true Teachers, and the fincere Miniſters 


of the Goſpel ; as ſome of the Corimbians and Galatians againſt. 


Paxl ( even their Fathers in the Faith, if ever they had any true 
Faith) and Demerrius-againſt Fohs. See x Cor. 4.19, 2 Cor,2,11, 
12,13, Col,4.7. 3 John 10. | | 

9. They do by degrees falter in, and fall from their Opinions; 
and at laſt many of them from their Profeſſion, | 


10, They do moſt commonly pretend to greater things than 


they attain unto ; as-to PerfeRion, and knowing what others are ; 
and are alwayes proud and cenſorious of others, x Tim, 1.6, 7, 
and 6,25, 52S Ya 

11, Many of them.are known by theis boldneſs, intruding 


themſelves. 


LIMI 
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thernſelves into the Office of Teaching, 1 Tim1.1.7, and runaing, 
like the falſe Prophets, before they are ſent. | 

13. They ftand much upon little ſmall things, as words or 
geſtures, as the Scribes and Phariſees did, and yet negleted many 
oreaterduties, as keeping the Lords Day, inſtructing their Fami- 
lies, paying their Debts, obeying their Parents, &c. 

I3. Some of them may be paxtly diſcerned by their counte- 
nance and perſonal behaviour, long before they fall ( ordinarily 
they, have down looks, and grim, or ghaſtly countenances ) as 
Chriſt ſpeaks of the Hypocrites, Mar. 6. 16, their eyes alſo and 
countenance do fall and grow deadiſh (as guilty perſons) when 
you ſpeak with them, eſpecially abour Hypocrites ; or elſe they 
have an unhappy remarkable cali of their eyes ; and they are com- 
monly either full of talk, and unprofitable Queſtions, or vain 
boaſting ; or elſe they are very mute and meal-mouth'd, looking 
harmleſly, as the Fox, and as you would judge the innocenteſt 
people that are : Of this ſort have I known divers, that have de- 
ceived many, till God hath. diſcovered them: Let him therefore 
who thinketh he ſftandeth, take heed leſt he fall: and be not high-mnd- 
ed, but fear, 1 Cor.10,12, Rom.11,29. | 

ueſlt. 30. What Counſels and Cantions are Chriſtians to obſerve 
in regard of their ſufferings ? 

Anſw. 1, That they do not miſtake themſelves, or be deceived 
in themſelves, in thinktng they ate true Chriſtians, - when indeed 
they are not : for many may ſuffer for the Profeſſion of Chriftia= 
nity and Religion, and yet not be true Chriſtians, x Cor, 13.3. 
Gal.3.4, as Demas, When he was with Paul in Kowe,was partaker 
in ſome degree of his ſuffering, Col.4.14. Philem, 24. verſe ; and 
yet it is very doubtful (eſpecially if we believe ſome Hiſtories, 
that he-turned to be one of Faputers Prieſts) whether he was a true 
Chriſtian or no, fince he forſook Paw, and loved the preſent 
World, 2 Tim.4.10. both (eſpecially the laſt, 1 Joh» 2.15,19.) 
dangefous characters of an unregenerate man, We have alſo 
very many inſtances in humane Hiſtories, of thoſe that ſuffered 
much, and yet afterwards renounced Chriſt, and threw down his 
Croſs. And Chriſtians are cautioned herein, Heb. 10.25,32,35. 
x Theſ. 3. $. and in other places, Churches and their Members 
| are exhorted to try themſelves, 2 Cer, 13, 5. and their works, 

Gal,6.4. D 2 2, That 


$207); 
2, That'they do ſuffer as Chriſtians, and not agevil doers; or 
- for ſin, x Pex. 4. 15,16, but for Chriſt, his Name, Goſpel and 
Kingdom, Acts 9.16. Phil. 1.29. 2 Theſ.1.,5, 2 Tim.1. 12, and 
with a ood Conſcience, and Converſation : for as a falſe Chii- 
ian may ſuffer (as is ſhewed above ) for a good Cauſe, yer not 
With a good Conſcience ; ſo a good Chrittian poſſibly (as the Apo- 
ſtles words import, x Pet.3.17, & 4.15.) may ſuffer, yer not in 
a good cauſe ; drawn as ſome were ( after Abſolom in the fimpli- 
city of their hearts) to do what they ſhould not, and ſo biing ſuf- 
ferns, yea, bodily death upon themlelves, juſtly, for ſo doing : as 
the Prophet, or man of God, did, Who obeyed the command of 
the old Prophet, rather than the Command of God, for which he 
was killed by a Lyon, 1 Kizps 13. 17,to0 25, and ſo Fehoſaphat 
ſuffered twice, 1 Kings 22, 32, 33,48. yea, and they. may.ſuffer 
death for-doing that which they have no call to: as-good Joſiah 
was killed in fighting againſt the King of Egypt,. 2 Chron, 35.21, 
22, 23>24+. | 

3. Thar they ſuſpeXtthemſelves-and their own ability to ſuffer, 
being rather humble, ſelf-ſuſpicious-, ſelf-fearing, and begging 
power and patience from God to enable them, rather than to bz 
preſumptuous and-confident of their own'ftrength ;.as Peter was : 
for ſuffering is a Grace,and Gift, as Pazl calls it, Phil.1,7,29. it 
ts an honour to be counted worthy to ſuffer, As 5.41. (ſuch as 
God hath not honoured his good Angels with) and .a favour to be 
made able. Wereade-of many in humane Hiſtories, that were 
fall-of- courage and-confidence, -till they came to the ſtake, yea, 

and ſometill they felt'the-fire, and: yet fell back, and loſt the 
Crown of Martyrdom : and this-is according to what is recorded 
in Scripture, of thoſe that 1n the time ( not before ) of tempta-. 
' tion or tryal, fall; or turn away, Luke 8.73. 2-Tim 1,15. 

4. 'That' they do not commit any known fin, nor neglect any 3 
known duty to.prevent ſufferings, Dan.3.18. & 6,10, Atts 4.18, 
19,20, Rom. 8.38. Gal.6.12, 2 Tim,1.16,17,18. 1 Pet.3.13. 

5. That they do not run imprudently and raſhly into ſufferings, 
bur be ſure they are called thereto ; for ſo did Chiiſt and the Apo- 
files; and a wiſe godly Man is to do all his affaires ( as well this 
as any other ) with diſcretion, Fohn 2.24. Lake 4.30, Als 9.15, 
apd 23.14,;15,16,17,18, I Pet.3.9, Pſal, 112.5, 

6, To- 
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6, To live and depend upon Chriſt for Rirength-to ſuffer, -and 
to be ſtrong in his Grace, 2 Tim.1.8, & 2,1, Phil.4.1g, 

7, Labeur to be acquainted with thoſe precious Promiſes that 
concern ſuffering, ſas 43.2. Lech. 2.5, Mat,5 11. Rev.2,10, 
See more afterwards, 

8. Tobe alwayes expecting and - looking for ſuffering, if you 
are not under it ; and for greater if your ſuffering be-ſmall, As 
20,23, 2 Cor.4.10,11, Heb,12,4., 

9. To take heed of being brought to the Croſs unwillinely ; 
for it muſt be taken up,and choſen,and all in love to Chriſt, Jar, 
10,38, & 11.24, Heb,11.25, 1Cor.13.3. | 

10, Totake heed of doing any thing unbeſeeming, and unbe- 
coming true Chriſtians in ſufferings ; as to fear when they ſhould 
be bold ; or er or deny any truth they ſhould confeſs ; or to 
fly when they ſhould land ; or go out of Priſon, when they ſhould 
continue therein ; or accept of a deliverance offered upon finful 
terms, 1/a.8.12, Jer.1.17,18. Mat.14.28. Phil,1,20, Atts 24, 
14. Mat.10.39. With Lakg 14.26. Nebem,6.11, 1 Pet, 4.13. 

Quelt. But i it not lawful for the Diſciples and Servants of Chriſt 
to jiee ? 

Pa Yea doubtleſs in ſome caſes; for there is-both command 
and example for it, Mat.10,23, John 10.39. 

Queſt. 31. In what caſes may Chriſtians lawfully flee ? 

Azſw. 1, Thoſe that are called to preach the. Golpel, in order 
to the preaching and propagating. thereof, may. flee from one Ci- 
ty or place to another, when they areejected, and their DoQrine | 
refuſed ; which is the ſpecial meaning of that command of Chriſt, 
Mat.10.23. When they perſecute you 17 one City; Fee to anorher :- and 
doubtleſs upon that account did Chriſt, 7 þ:h5p,and ſome others of 
the Teachers that were at Jeruſalem, aid afterwards Paul, with- 
draw themſelves from the violent oppoſers of the Truth, Lake 
4, 28, 29, 30, 31. John7.1. As 8,4, 5, & 11, 19,20, & 9, 
29, 30. 
| 0 When they know that there is abſolute &.imminent danger 
of their lives ; then Jacob, Moſes, Fotham, David, Chriſt Feſus and 
Paul fled, Gen. 27,42, 43. & 28, 10, Exod. 2, 15. Judg. 9,27, 
1::Sam. 19.10, I King: 19.3. John 10.39, Alts 9.24425, 

3. When God doth.in any ſpecial manner, as by dreams, vi- 

| | ſions, _ 
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{i618 voice, or the like, warn them to flee ; ſo Joſeph and Mary, 
with her Son Feſw,; did twice, Mar. 2.:1.3;14,22. and Paul, As 
48.18,22. And the generality of theChriſtians that lived in Je- 
ruſalem befete the deſtruction of it, foretold by out Saviour, heard 
a voice (as divers Hiſtories relate) ſaying, Flee to Pella, fixe to 
Pella ( Which was a place beyond Fordan) and accordingly they 


4+ When God doth by any ſpecial providence order their eſcape 
or flight, as God did Peter, At; 12,17, and to Paxl, from being 
killed by thoſe that were under an oath to do it, by diſcovering it 
before hand, whereby he was preſerved, As 23. So we reade of 
divers of the' Martyrs that God by his providence made way fox 
their eſcape : as one D1ony/ixs in the ſeventh Perſecution, was 
ſearched for narrowly, yet God did not ſuffer his enemies to find 
his houſe, though he continued therein three dayes waiting for 
them ; which afcerwards,by the will and providence of God,ope- 
ning a Way of deliverance, he fled, So we read of one in Queen 
Aary's dayes, who was marvellouſly delivered out of ,the hands 
of the Perſecutors, by a fall, at which his leg was broken, which 
God bleſſed to preſerve his Life ; for his enemies hearing him ſill 
ſaying, that all chings did work together for good, lefthim, and 
by that means God raiſed an Obadrah to hide him. 

5. I conceive thoſe Chriſtians may flee before they are taken, 
that do find their ſpirits faiſe them, and faint for fear ; though, as 
Paw! (aid, I ſpeak not this by a clear commandment from the 
Lord, yet it may be gather from the example of the Diſciples, 
that forſook Chriſt and flzd, which was doubtleſs partly by rea- 
ſon of fear, a$ weltas<o fulfill the Scripture, Mar.26,56, Mark, 

-x4.50. for it is poſſible that many Chriſtians may at firſt ( like 
the Diſciples, Fohz 20, 19, and as many of the Martyrs that we 
read of ) be afraid, and yet afterwards their Faith may be ſo 
Krenzchened, as to ſuffer boldly for the Truth. As we read of one 
in Queen Mares dayes,that went to the ſtake, but when he felt 
the violence of the fice, did at preſent recant, and being brought 
to the priſon again, God ſhewed him his ſin therein, and ſtrength- 
ned him again,that upon that day ſeven night,he ſuffered couragi- 
ouſly and patiently, greater torments,which the rage of the adver- 
fary put him to. There is ſomething in thoſe words of Pau! ( - 
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( 23) | | 
table thereto ) 2 Tyn. x8. Be ;hou partaker of the affiitions of rhe 
Goſpel according to the Power of God (thatis ) according to the 
power which God ſhall givein. | 

Queſt. 32, But what if Chriſtians be epprehended aud committed 
either to priſon or ather cuſtody, may they lawfully make an eſcape from 
them, and flee ? 

eAnſw. 1, If they are apprehended by- a rude multitude of 
people, without lawtul Power and Officers, and theſe ſeek-to kill 
them illegally, no-doubt but they miy. In that caſe we have the 
example of Chrilt himſelf, Zakg 4. 29, 30. In this caſe, a man 
doth bs as one that fleeth out of the hands of theeves. 

2. If God in any extraordinary way appear unto them. ( as he 
did by his Angel to- the Apoſtles, opening the priſon-doors, and 
commanding them to go to preach; or lead them out,as the Angel 
did Peter, Atts 4.19, 20, & 12, 7,) todeliver them, which is 
very improbable, though not impoſſible,in theſe dayes ; or if God - 
ſhould convert their Keeper,Goaler,or ſome other Officer, ſo that 
he be willing to diſcharge them, and wijl not detain them, no doube 
but they may : ſuch an inſtance have I known in our dayes, Yet, 

3. When Chriſtians are apprehended, ox impriſoned by autho. 
rity,or thoſe that receive power from them,they thould not(I con- 
ceive) and they may not lawfully flee or eſcape : For firſt, we find 
no Scripture-word or example{that I know)which juſtifies it : Paul 
#1d $;/as did not attempt it, having no command (As the Apofile 
aboye mentioned) though/Gog did by an extraordinary hand,open- 
the priſon doors, Atts 16,26, 27. and we reade of many of the 
Martyrs that had oppurtunity to eſcape, and yet in Conſcience 
durſt not; as one Herwiy in Flanders being put into the ſame pri- 
ſon and room with MalefaRors, who brake priſon & eſcaped, Jea- 
ving him an opportunity to£ſcape likewiſe, which yet in Conſci- 
ence he durlt nordo, but ſoon gfcer ſuffered death. 'The fame did 
one Mr. Penry (a Welſh-Miniſer) in Queen E/z.abeths dayes,be- 
ing apprehended by a Puzſevant, he deſired leave firſt to pray, . 
which wrovght ſuch conviction upon the Purſevant, that he went 
3Way to lookfor others,and left him; in his Chamber, giving him an 
opportunity to eſcape, but he duzt not; aut ſoon afret he (and two. 
others) were hanged at Tybowrn,viz, Mr.Barow and Mr.Greewwood, . 
for witneſſing againdt the Prelates, and theit Superſtition, And: to 

MAaxe - 
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make an eſcape thus ; as ris a laying down of the Croſs of Chriſt 
which ſhould be carried, ſo a matter of bad report amone all,and 
of grief and trouble to the People of God : and thonghwe teade 
in humane Hiſtories that ſome did ſo,yet afterwards ſome of them 
a han apprehended, and were conſtrained to die ; and there can 
-be but little comfort to a Chriſtiah to ſuffer for breaking priſon, 
&c: or to bring a bad report : the contrary whereof is ſaid of thoſe 
bleſied Martyrs, Heb.11.39, a good report they all obtained. 

.. Quelt, 33. What encouragements are there for to induce Chriſtians 
to ſuffer for Chriſt and Righteouſneſs ſaky ? 

Anſw, 1, . Becauſe Chriſt hath ſuffered for th2m, and his Love 
and Example ſhould provoke them thereto, Mar.20.22,23.1 Pet, 
2.21; & 3.18, & 4.1,3. a | 

2, Becauſe in the right and true fufferings of the Saints, they 
fillup ( not in a way of ſatisfaRion for fin, for that he hath done 
perfeRly) and are partakers of the 'ſufferings of Chriſt, Col. x. 
24. 2 Cor.4.10. Heb.x1.26, 1 Pet.4.13. 

3. Becauſe it 15a very honourable thing to ſaffer (as it is for 
- a Souldier to bleed in the field) As 5.41, Rom. 5,z, 2 Cor.vl, 
39. & 12.5,9,10. IPet.5.16. | 

4. The great company of Sufferers and Martyas that are gone 

before us ; which the Apoſtle calls, A Cloud of Witneſſes, as it 


were over our heads to look upon, or look upto, Heb,12.2, with 


Chap. . 


5. Becauſe Suffering is part of a Chriſtians obedience, Mat. 


16.24. Luke 9.23. 2Tim.1.8. 

6. Becauſe God's People are never afflicted nor ſuffer from 
God, or for God, but either they have need thereof, or benefit 
there from, 1 Pet. 1,6. 1ſa.27.9. Rom. 8.29. | ne 

7. Becauſe all their ſufferings are ordered both by the ſecret 
and revealed Will and Providence of God their Father, Mat.10. 
29,30, Fohn.x5.-20, 1 Theſ.3.4, 1 Pet.3.17, 

$. Becauſe the Lord doth fit and chuſe-his People by ſufferings 
for himſelf, 1[4.48.10. Heb.12,10. 


' 9. Becauſe -the Lord takes ſpecial notice of the Sufferings of 

his People, Kev,2.9. Exod,z.7, with As 7.34. 2 Kings 14.26. 

Bebem9v« 6 gee, 

29; Becauſe God doth greatly regard thoſe that ſuffer for _ 
an 
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Ix, Becanſc he doth ſympathize with them in their ſuffenngy, 
and 1s as ſenſible of what is done to them, as if it were done to 


himſelf, 1/a.63.9. Ais 9.4. 1 Cor.8.12, | 


12, Becauſe God will be ſure that their ſufferings and afflicti- 
ons ſhall be meaſured and proportioned according: to their 
ſtrength to bear them, Pſal, 125.3. 1/4.27,8. Jer,z0.11. & 46. 
28, x Cor-10,13. | F | 

13, Becauſe if Chriſtians be willing and ready to ſuffer, though 
\h they be not called to ſuffer, yet Chriſt will reckon it as if they had 
ſuftered, Lake 22.28,45, Heb. 11,17, For Will and endeavour, 
when they are in truth, are accepted with him as if there wele a 
pertormance, Mat.25.,40, 2 Cor,8.12. Rt} 

4. Becauſe ſufferingsare to. try, and not to deſtroy them, 
x Pet.4,12, Rev.2.10, won t;y EE I 

I5, Becauſe an excellent Spirit doth reſt upon Saints and their 
ſufferings, Aﬀs 7.56,57. 1 Pet 4.14, RITES 

; T6, Becauſe 1t 1s the S:»nts high-way to Heaven, as appears 
more fully in the ſeventh Queſtion, THE: 

17, Becaule as they are figns of God's Love to us; ſo certain- 
ly they cannot ſeparate us from God or his Love, Heb, x2,6, Rom. 
8.35, 3: Cor. 11,32, _ .' 

18, Becauſe Chriſtians by their Baptiſm, do (or ſhould) pro- 
feſs themſelves to expect ſufferings(which I ſuppoſe)is.the mean- 
| ins of that Scripturez- I Cor. 15 .29., Why are they then baptized for 
the dead ? and this is one of the three Baptiſms of the Goſpel, 
Luke 12,50. O that Profeſſors were half fo ready to take up this 
Baptiſm of ſufferings, as they were the Baptiſm of water. 

19. Becauſe Gods People are pacified by their afflictions and 
ſufferings, 1ſz..1, 25, & 27,9. Dan, 11, 35, & 12,19. Zech. 
4 13.9. ! As He 
20. Becauſe God's People are never left nor forſaken utterly 
by God in their ſafferings; 2 Cor.4.9. See 1 Sam,12,22, 1/441. 
17; and 42,16, Heb.13.5. 

21, Becauſe through ſufferings, both themſelves and other 
Chriſtians are confirmed and emboldened, I Pet.5.19, 2 Cor. 4. 
12, Phil,1.14. | LE ae 

22, Becauſe by a bold, couragious, patient ſuffering Ms: = 
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Lord and his Tiuth, -ſome of the enemies and perſecutors may be 
converted; as we read of. divers in our Book of Martyrs, and 
other Hiſtories; as one that had been an inſtrament to bring James 
the Brother of Fohn to the Tribunal,was converted at that inſtant, 
and ſuffered Death with the Apoſtle, So one Ewſtratins, a great 
perſecutor in the tenth Perſecution, was converted by ſeeing the 
conſtancy of the Chriſtians,and ſuffered Martyrdom: and a Hang- 
man in Frarxce, in Anno 1553. Many other inſtances might be 
given : conſider alſo the words, x Pet.2.12. 

23. Becauſe many Heathens and 1delaters have ſuffered cheer- 
fully in the maintenance of their Idols and Idolatrous wayes ; and 
how many Twks and Pap:ſts do ſo (till? a great ſhame to true 


Chriſtians to come ſhorr of them who have ſuch infinite more in- 


couragement to excel them. 

24. 'Becauſe men may ſuffer greater and longer torments. ( by 
the Stone, Strangury, Gout, or the like) in a natural,than ina vio- 
tent death, though it ſhould be terrible, ; 

25. Becauſe God can make, and hath made, the ſufferings and 
torments of Chriſtians very eafie and tollerable to them, that ma- 
ny of them ſang, and rejoyced in the flames, profeiling they felt 
no torments, but were as in a Bed of Roſes,and leſs-weary of ſuf- 
ferings, than their enemies were of tormencing, 

26, Becauſe none ever did or will repent of ſuffering for 
Chriſt, for it isa thing that ends in Salvation, and therefore not 
to be repented of ; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Godly ſorrow, 2 Cor. 
7, IO, 

27. Becauſe that the forward, cheerful, unanimous, patient 
ſufferings ef the Saints, may tend to. put an end to the rage and 
cruelty of their Perſecutors and Enemies. 

28, That ſufferings and perſecutions do tend much to propa- 
o2te the Goſpel, and increaſe the Church, and the number of Be- 


—lievers, As 8, and 11.19. and as we read they did in and under 


moſt perſecutions. | 

29, Becauſe we read that very many of the Chriſtians and 
Martyrs in former times, were readier to ſuffer than their ene- 
mies were,to put them to ſuffer, and of their own accord ſtood up- 
on the Theatre, and cryed, we are Chriſtians, we are Chriſtians, 


and were thankful to their Judges when they did pronounce ſen- 
tence 
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_” 
rence againſt them, to the ſoreſt and crueleſt torments,and death 
nay,divers that had before denyed Chriſt, did thus, See the fourth 
Perſecution; 2 SO; 

30. Becauſe the Saints in their ſufferings, have ground for,and 
experience of the greateſt Conſolations and Joy, Mar.y. 11,12, 
Lake 6.22,22, Als 5.41. Rom.5.3, 2Cor.1.4,5. & 744. 

31. Becauſe of the backwardneſs of ſome in tuffering doth 
mightily diſcouragy other Chriſtians, and encourage the Perſe- 
Cutors : as We read of divers inſtances in the Book of Martyrs. 

32, Becauſe forgoing ſuffering and not viſiting ſufferers, Will 
be charged againlt men 1n the day of Judgement, Mat.25.40.s 

33. Becauſe of the experiences that the ſuffering Saints attain 
unto; as more knowledge of themſelves, and remembrance of 
their former wayes , and repentance for the ſame ; more ſence 
of the ſufferings of others; more moderation and tenderneſs to- 
wards othecs that differ in religious. Opinions from them ; more 
weanedneſs from the World ; more experience of Gods tender- 
neſs to them, and making others, yea, their adverſaries, to ſheiy 
mercy to them ; more jealous and*uſpitious of their own ftrengeh 
to ſuffer ; more and more contendedneſs inthe Will of God ; 
more diligence in the work of ſelf-examination, and greater wil- 
lingneſs and fitneſs to ſuffer more ; a greater meaſure of the Spi- 
rit of Prayer, and the exerciſe thereof ; more compaſſion towards 
enemies, and affection to friends ; ſtronger conhrmanon in the 
Truth and Wayes of God, and againfit Errors and the wayes of 
Sin; More reſolution and endeavours to walk cloſer with,and fot. 
low harder after the Lord ; more underitanding in miny Scriptures 
( eſpecially thoſe that concern ſufferings ; ) more thankfulneſs for 
former proſperities; More patience under adverhty; more dC- 
pendance on God ; more ceating from man z a greater elteem of 
God's People, and Ordinances, becauſe wanted ; a better im- 
provement of preſent ſeaſons and enjoyments ; a freer refignation 
of life, and a more conſtant expectation of deatn ; a leſs fear 
and care of lofing earthly and temporal, and a greater cane of gain- 
ing Heavenly and Eternal things: Thefe and many other things, 
no doubt, all true Chriſtian Sufferers witneſs, and in ſome mea- 
ſure ( through the Lords free Grace ) I have experience. 

34. Becauſe the Saints ſufferings in theſe dayes are like tobe 
but very ſhort. E 35. Becauſe 
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35. B:czuſe of he manifold 


ſuffer; as that He will be with them 1n their ſufferings, [/a. 43-2. 
that He will hear their cry and prayer in affliction, Fob 34.28. and. 


bave mercy upon them, Iſa. 49. 13, maintain their cauſe, P/al. 
140,12, that their enemies that affiifted them, ſhall come bowing to 


them, //4.60, 14. Rev. 3,9. that God will #»ds thoſe that do afflift 


them, Zeph. 3. i9. and at laſt deliver them out of all their affli- 
tions, Pſal. 34. 19, Prov, 12, x3, Fer. 304. See the fulfilling 
thereof, 2 Tim,3.1T, & 4.17, Rev.7 14. * 

36, Cariſtians ſhould be encouraged to ſuffer becauſe of the 
Reward, Recompence and Glory, which they ſhall receive after 
their. ſufferings ; yea, the more they ſuffer, the greater will their 
reward be, at.5.12. Heb, 11, 25,26. & 12,2, 2 Cor,4.17, Is 
not communion with God the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, and Spirit, 
and fellowſhip with an innumerable company of Saints and An- 
gels; Is not a Crown, a Kingdom,a World, a Paradiſe, Heaven, 
unſpeakable Joy,unconceiveablePleaſtres,and unimaginable,un- 
expreſſible, everlaſting and eternal Glory, (at.25.34+ 1 Thef, 
4.17. Heb.12,23, Rev.4,3,9,10, 2 Tim, 4,8. fam.2,5. x Pet, 
I.5. Rev.2,7, Pſal-16.11, 2 Tim.2,10.) Worth the ſuffering for, 
or the leaving of a little worldly duſt and dirt ; undergoing a few 
months or years impriſonment, or baniſhment ; or a few hours 
( or perhaps but minutes) torment and puniſhment upon our cor- 
rupt fleth and bones ? Let us conkider, and pray alwayes,that we 
nay bz counted worthy and able to withſtand in the evil day,and 
to ſtand before th2 Son of Man, Epheſ.6,x3, Luke 21.36. 

Queſt. 34. How-(or what ) ſhould be the carriage of Chriſtians in 
aud under } Jo ſufferings ? . 

Anſm. 1. Innocently and harmleſly as Chriſts was, like a 
Sheep or Dove, {ſa. 53.7. Jer. 11, 19, Amos 5.12. Mat, 10.16, 
x Pet.2.21,22;25. 

2, Wiſely and prudently, giving the adverſary no advantage, 
Mat.10.16, Afts 6.10, Col,4.5. Jam.3.13. 

2. Beleevingly, without fear, 2 Theſ.1.4. Mat.10.26,29,37. 
Rev.10,2. 


4. Coutagiouſly, without fainting, Pſal, 31, 23, 24. Alts 28. . 


15, Epbeſ. 3.13. Heb.12.3, 
F- EPPeſs 3-13 - : 
5. Freely, and not forcedly, taking up the Croſs; and not flip- 
ping 
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ping by it; chooſing afliions, and not ſhunning them, IMat. 16, 
24+ Aits 21.13, Heb.11.25, © 

6, Joyfully, and not droopingly, Mat,5.12, Rom, 5.2, 2 Cor. 
7s 4+ 

7. Glorying in their ſufferings, and not aſhamed of them ; as 
Paul did in his Chains, Rom. 5.3. Atts 28,20, 2 Tim. 1,16, 

8. Being much and often in prayer,in and under them, Pſal. 
I16,3,4. Jam.5,13. 

9. Patiently, and not fretfully, Rows, 12, 12, 2 Cor. 6.4, Pſal, 
37.1,8, 2 Theſ.1.4. 

10, Accounting them light and little, 2 Cor. 4. 17, alwayes 
leſs and lighter than in, | 

11, Expe&ting more rather than defiring leſs ; as the Macca- 

bean-Martyr,&c. did, defiring the Tormentors to deviſe new.tor- 
ments, Heb, 12.2, 

12, Confidering the ſufferings of others (which may be far 


worſer and greater) and ſympathize with them, Foh.5.10, x Per, 


5,IO, 
13. Growing better, more ſpiritual under their ſufferings, Pſa. 

I19.67,71,75, 107. 2Cor.44,10, | 
14. Self-refigningly carrying their lives ſtill in their hands, 

as being in jeopardy to loſe them continually, and yet commit- 


- ting themſelves to God, Pſal. 119, 109, 2Cor, 4, 11. 1 Pet. 


3+I9. 
15. Yet living ill in belief and hope of deliverance, P/al. 


44.6,7. & 57, 4. & 116.10, Prov. 20, 22, 1ſ4.49.13. 2 Cor.l. 
IO, & 4.12513, | 

16, However, perſevere in ſuffering, till ye overcome, Mat, 
24.13, Heb.12.4, Rev.2.10, Wa ; 

Queſt. 35. What are the duties of ſuffering Chriſtians towards 
thoſe that perſecnte them ? | | 

Anſw. 1. To love them, at. 5. 44. Luke 6. 27,35. with a 
love of pitty, ard good will to their ſouls and bodies. 

2, To bleſs them, Luke 6.28, Rem,12,14, I Cor,4,12. 

3. To pray for them, Mar.5.44, Luke 13.34, Atts 7.6. 

4. To bien with them patiently, without reviling, reproach- 
ing, or thieateniwg them, 1 Cor, 4, 12, Heb, 13, 13, 1 Pet. 
3:33 
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'' F. To do what good they ean unto them, Luke 6. 27,35. as 
Chriſt did, in healing Malchur's ear, Jeh. 18,10, and eſpecially 
to their {ouls, by ſeeking their converſion, | 

6. To vive them the reſpe& that is due to them according to 
their Places and Offices; As 26.25, Rom.13.7, Rom.12,20. 

7. Not to-intend or take revenge upon them, if they are able, 
Prou,20.22. Mat.5.39. Luke 7.29. Rom. 12.17, Heb.10,30. 

Laſtly, To forgive them (asfar as they are able) eſpecially if 
they acknowledge their faults, Mar. 18. 33, 35, Luke 17, 


3 4+ 
'QUeſt, 36. How may Chriſtians know, whether they in particular 


are called to ſuffer perſecution ? 

Anſw. x. When the ground of perſecution is laid ſo general,to 
comprehend all Saints,as it was in Chnſts time, & in the Apoſtles 
dayes, andduring the Ten Perſecutions, that to confeſs Chriſt, 
and to be called Chriſtians, made them liable to be perſecuted, 
whether they were men or women, Joh. 9.22. Afs8.3. & 9.2. 
and 22,4. as it was then, ſo it is ſtill ; the Tarks inſlave the Chri- 
ſtians as Chriſtians, and the Papiſts the Proteſtants (eo Nomine ) 
by that very name- : Witneſs the Mailacres in Frarce, Ireland, 
and other places. And many Proteftants do perſecute Profeſſors, as 
Profeſſare,though they have nothing of the Power of Godlineſs : as 
Alexender,a wicked man, who was going to excuſe himſelf that he 


was no Chriſtian, yet ſuffered Perſecution meerly becauſe he was 


a Jew, Atts 19. 33, 34+. So many Profeſſors that have the Forma 
without the Power (like /pmae! and Eſas, and divers others. See 
Queſtion I1,) perſecute them that have the Power. . 

2, If. your ſvfering ariſe by being queſtioned about your Reli- 
eion ( eſpecially by Rulers ) then you are to own the Truth ; as 
Chriſt, Panl, and moſt or all the Martyrs did, Fohn 18. 27, with 
1 Ti91,6,13. Atts 24,714. 

3.. When Chriſt or his Truths are like to ſuffer, either for want 
of witneſſes, or through the weakneſſes, fear, and faintneſs of 
thoſe that are called to ſuffer ; as we find many did 1n the former 
Perſecutions, in.divers Countries, | 

4. If they be taken in doing of their duties, as Preachers in 
Preaching, or they and private Chriſtians in their Chriſtian meet- 
ings, Or in viſiting Priſoners, &c. all which are their auties, Afﬀs 


$.24,25, Heb.10.25, Mat.25.36. 5. When 
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5. When God's Spirit doth effeually move them thereto, as 
it moved Jeremiah to ſpeak, and Stephen to bear witneſs, Jer,20, 
9. Alts 6.10, & 7,51,52. | 

Queſt. 37, How ſhould Saints that are under ſufferings, think, of 
their Brethren that are not in ſufferings as they are ? | 

Arſw, 1, That it is Gods loving kindneſs and power, that 
keeps them from ſufferings, as well as calls and enables to ſuffer ; 
as Chriſt doth give leave to the Devil to impriſon but few, Rev. 
2,10, | ; 

'2, That'they may de ſufferers in affe&ion and reſolution, though 
not under perſonal ſufferings, and ſo'may be accounted compa- 
nions of them that ſuffer, Heb, 10.33. 

3+ Thar ſome of them may be ſufferers in former times, and 
God doth now peradventure upon that account ſpare them ; as a 
Prince doth ſome of his valiant Souldiers, who have born much 
hardihip for him-in their former ſervices, - 

4. That they may be ſufferers in ſome other kind, though not 
as you are, as threatened, mocked, or elſe be under inward tem- 
tations, or bodily weaknefles, or other afflictions which may be 

reat and heavier, or peradventure much worſe than what you 
your ſelves bear. | 

5. That God may for their ſakes that do ſuffer, ſpare others 
that may viſit them, and be better able to adminiſter of their goods 
and ſubſtance to them that ſuffer impriſonment, or the like ; as 
he did Aquilia, Priſcilla, Onefipharws, &c. theſe may be helpers 
With them, Kom.16,4,5, 2 Tim.1.,16,17,18, 

6, That God may be carrying on the work of his Goſpel, and 
the edification of his Church, by thoſe that he preſerves from ſuf- 
ferings; as hedid by the hands of the other Apoſtles at Jeruſa- 
lem, when Fames and Stephen were put to death, and the Deacons, 
and many (if not moſt ) of the reſt were ſcattered; and ſo was 
Paul, after his converiion, perſecuted at Jeruſalem, while the other 
Apoſtles enjoyed their liberties, As 8, x, & 11, ig. & 21,27, 
36,20, 26,31.0 = 

7. The Lord may be keeping thoſe that are not yet ſuffering, 
for a reſerve, and 1t may be, for a greater, harder, and worſe ſuf- 
ferings, that are yet behind ; as we find ſeveral inſtances under 
divers of the former Pexſecutions, 
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aus that are not yet in 


> Queſt. 38; Dang 
4 not upon ſuch grounds 


has 


3. That ſome of God's People ſhew very great zeal in ſmall 
matters ; as you may read oof divers inſtances in the Anſwers to 
the 20, & 21, Qureſtions, and theſe ſhould not be blamed. 

4. That ſome perſons may be ſtirred up to do ſome things that 
are not in themſelves ſo juſtifiable, or ſeemingly warrantable (at 


may be in; as in Moſes, killing the Egiptian ; Phinehas laying 
Zimri and Cozbi, Numb.2y. 7, 8. The like inſtance we have in 
3g humane HiRtories. | 
y 5. That Ged may intend by very ſmall and irange and incon- 
a - iberable things, that ſome of his people do, to bring about ver y 
great matters (as he did by Mordecates not bowing to Hamas ) 
work the deliverance and exaltation of ſo many of the Jews, and 
the deſtruction of ſo many thouſands of their adverſaries, as We 
read in the 3, 4, 5, & 6 Chap. of Efther. The like he did by Fo- 
fephs impriſonment. | 
Quelt, 39. How ſhall Gold's People improve their ſufferings, that 
they may be the better for them? © | 
Anſw, 3. By looking upon all their ſufferings as proceeding 
primarily from God, and that they are not without him. So did 
Job, David, and the People of God ofc, Job 16.11, 2 Sam. 16, | 
10,11, Pſ41,44.9, to ig. 1ſa.42-24, & 43-28, 
2, Taat in reſpe& of God, there may be juſt cauſe of all their 


luftcrings iþÞ 
| | 
| 


leaſt in all circumſtances) which yet the over-ruling handof God 4+ 
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ſufferings, though men may £ it without cauſe, ſo that there may 
be a private and a publick ground of the Saints ſufferings; the one 


relating to themſelves ;- as God told-Eli, For the iniquity he knew, 


x 5499.3.13, Or topurge and prevent them from fin. 'See the 6th 

Anſwer to the 7th Queſtion. Or elſe for the Lord and his Peoples 
ſake, and without any juſt cauſe given to their adverſaries, Pſal, 
69.447. & 35. 7. & 109.13, Mic. 7.9, Rom. 8.36, x Cor.4.xo. 
and 2.4,1x,15. 2 Tim,2.10, WIS | 

3. By thinking upon, examining and confidering their former 
wayes, Pſal.119.59. Lam.3.40, Eccleſ.7.14. The time of affli- 
ion, 1s, and ſhould be our time of ſelf-ſearching ; and our Pri- 
fon and Houſe of Bondage, our ſelf-inquifition-houſe. _ * - * 

4. By redeeming time, Pſal, 119.143,147,148. Epheſ. 51,16. 
For every ſuffering or affliction, is like a cu or a hack given to a 
Tree, Which tends towards its fall. | Be; 

5. By patient enduring the Tryal, and not thinking it too long 
or too heavy, or any circumſtance in 1t irange, ſo.as to make us 
endeavour to wind our ſelves out of it before God's time, andout 
of his Way ; but as Fob ſaid, When he hath tryed me'( meaning 
God) that God ſhould have his full time, / ſhall come forth as Gold, 
Job 23.10. Heb.11.36, Jam.5.7,8. | | 

6, By conſidering and comparing their ſufferings with the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt and the Martyrs, how far theirs exceeds outs, 
Lnke 22.44. Heb;11.37,38. | 

7. By contemplating and meditating upon the manifold preci- 
ous Promiſes (made to thoſe that axe tight ſufferers) both of tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, and (eſpecially) of eternal things, Prov.11,9. 
and 13, 21,22. &'21; 18. Mat, 10.19. 1 Pet. 3.14, & 4.14. 
2 Tim,2,12, Rev.2,11, & 3,12, See Anſwer 35,to the 32, Que- 
Aion, me 

8. By a ſerious meditation of the ſufferings of the damned, 
and puniſhments of Hell, from which they are delivered, Roms. 
0. I Theſ. 1,10, & 5. 9. The thoughts hereof will much fortifie 
and fructifie the ſoul, and fill it with Love and Praiſes too, and 
Joy in the Lord, and with a greater meaſure of conrxage to ſuffer 
for him, which will alſo make them often ſay of their ſufferings, 
This 1s not the wrath of God, this is not the damnation of Hell, this 
#5 not endleſs and-remenileſs ſufferings. 

F 


9, by 


bi : 
RE an. F ,- IF" 3 AS EZ tr 422 Jo : 
; — af IF ny E o 's - *! . a> 
wad hi Pop « es 5 þ Fs 4 _ 3443 es << IF FEPY 19 
- ue FO oe \* Ib 1 IS. 4 I Se> Wu = % 
4 o A n 44 +» 4 & Pn _ : 
C PI g > # 
9 - = J 4 x4 
A 7.5 
4 4 T Fed 
* 


we 


a ro My TITEL IR FS ww? NI _—Y POL. YO ICED PL 
on ons TS "oF" F, 0 x Ss * +. LAS Cee 1 © -» #5 : Y - «17 4 
2 2 : ID oe TOES 2 7 "OF, TWIT. 4 T2, s 
Gs OE Ws «6 * . 3 Bee; - 80451 bs PERS HR $6. 3 le OT FORdE I Ak EE 
B NL ES : < OF 62 <0 RT) 7 EEdDS 2 7 = ES Ries. or AAR. EY. I : : » : Us X KO FR 
a2 a = OE -7, ez SR" I So 23D RES, OO OT OT Ea We. & BY - 4 . . hs . |. # Rab. 
BE oh; > 6 ene? ge TY et s RS - 4 8 { 


> as OST ' BE IS ENS e 
hn a” 2! IF by 2%. of ap LE IOMEESS 
; Q 4," b 2 = »” ” 8 © Aa *- + » bn %." -&4 h 
les a8 8% 8 Sq ap * 3 KT , {*% Ul F z <A s =. © __ foe £ £4 vo —__ ”o 
n = Ps d uh © 3 > ; - 
* EY I '* © 2a, © # 


9. By conſidering for whom and for what they ſuffer '; for if it 
be for Chriſt, or Righteouſneſs ſake, they have a great advan- 
tage, to their joy, thankfulneſs -and patjence ; and where thoſe. 
oraces do grow, they will add much ſtrength, and bring great Glo- 
ry to God, and Good tb them that are exerciſed therein, Nehem. 
8. 10. P(al.50.23. Fam.1.4. 

10, Bycareful and daily obſervation what effe their afli&i- 
ons have upon them ;-.for in the caſe of affliction, Chriſtians are 
to be like Refiners, taking notice when and how their hearts melt 
and ſoften in the Furnace, and how the droſs of fin is ſepara- 
ted and parted from them. See Fob 23.10, Prov.i7.3, & 27,21. 
Iſa.1.25, Ezek,22.18, 

x; By taking notice of remembring and laying up,both in our 
memories and in writing, Gods tender,merciful,providential and 
fatherly dealing with them, in and under their ſufferings, as alſo 
the temper of their hearts,and their behaviour towards him there- 
in, Ezra9.13. Pſal. 39.11, 12, 13, and 44. 17,18,19. and 77. 
9,10, 2 Cor.4.8,9,10, 

12, By ſuppoſing and thinking that their preſent afflitions may 
bring them to their end; as Hezekiah, Panl,and others did,which 
doubtleſs did tend much to their ſouls advantage, ſa. 38. 9, 10, 4 
&c. 2 Tim.4.6,7, 

13, By believing that God intends them good thereby ; andit 
1s ſure that as he doth not affli& them willingly, ſo their aflii- 
ons ſhall not be in vain ; for acting of Faith doth beth engage 
God to do us good, and incite and ſtir us up both to endeavour 
and accept good from him. See Job x3. 15, 16. & 23, 10, Pſal. 
119.75. 1(4.63.15,16, Mic,7-7,8,9. Heb.12,10, 


14. By committing and referring our ſelves and conditions 
wholly to the Lord, neither chooſing nor ſeeking any thing for - 
our ſelves, but what he hath appointed, and ſhall perform for us, 


Pſal. 37.5,6. Prov.17.7. 1 Pet.4.i7, Fob 23.14..Pſal,x38.8. 

Quieſt, 40%. How may Gods People kyow that they gain good, and 
grow better by ther ſufferings and Afﬀuttions ? | 

Anſw. 1. When they continue and hold on ſtill in Gods Way, 
Job 2.3, and 23.11, Pſal.44.19,20, | 

2, When their ſufferings reclaim them from their own finful 
wayes and Wandrings, Pſal,119.67,71,75, Hof, 14.2, 3, The pa 
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digal is judged by many good *4.5 fe to ſignifie God's back- 
Niding Children ; and this effe& his ſufferings wroughr upon him 
Lukes 15.17,18, | : 

s. When their hearts are more inwardly afflicted, ſoftned and 
humbled, Pſal,109.16,22. 2 Chron, 32.26. Fer.31,18,19, 2 Cor, 
2,6,7. R 

4. When they know themſelves better ; as thoſe two worthies, 
Fob and Hezrhiah did , Fob 40, 2, 3, 4. and 42, 3,5, 2 Chron, 


323+3Ko 
5. When their hearts are drawn out more in Faith and Prayer 


towards God, Pſal.3.2,3,4, 1ſa.26.8,9,16. and 63.15,16. 

6. When they are made bolder and more zealous for God jn 
and by their culflaings : So Moſes and Aaron were againſt Pha- 
roah ; their ſpirits grew higher (not in pride, bug a bold and god- 
ly confidence ) as their burdens were made heavier, Exod. 8.25, 
26, & 9,10. & 19.25,29. So likewiſe the Apoliles, Atts 4,10. 

7, When they grow more and more quiet and contented under 
their ſufferings, Phil.4.11,12, Rev.2.2,19, 

8, When their affe&ions are more Weakned and crucified to 
their corruptions, and to this World, 2 Cor.6.6. Gal.6. 14. Heb. 


L3.14. | | 
9. When their earsare more opened to hear and receive in- 


ſtra&tion from the Lord, Fob 33.16, 
10, When they reſolve ſeriouſly and earneſily to do no more 


fooliſhly, Job 34.31,32. 
11, When the inner man grows ſtronger in the exerciſe of 


Grace, 2 Cor.4, 16,17, : 
12, When they do accept and receive their ſufferings thank- 


fully, Lev.26.41,43. Fob 1.22. 
13. When their inward thoughts and defires,and their outward 
words and works are more holy, pure, and ſpiritual; Fam, 2.12. 
14. When they are more ſetled, ftabliſhed, and [trengthned in 


their Faith and Chriſtian Profeſſion, 1 Per.5.10, 
15, When they ſenſibly-remember the ſuffering ſtate of others 
of God's People, Pſal.122.6,7,8,9. & 136.6,7. 
16, When they are enabled greatly to rejoyce, and to joy,and 
glory in their aflitions, Atts 16.25, Rom, 5,3. 2 Cor.7.4, Sex 


more in Anſwer 33 to the 33, Queſtion. 
.P 2 Quelt, 
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Queſt, 41. Phat are the es of Chriſtians that do not ſuffer ; 
( that is, ſo immediately, direaly, and perſonally, for otherwiſe all 
Chriſtians may be ſaid to ſuffer) towards thoſe that do? = 

Anſw. 1, To ſympathize with them, and have a fellow-feeling 
of their ſufferings, as members of the ſame Body, though not of 
the ſame vifble Congregation, or juſt of the ſame Judgement, 
x Cor, 12, 26, Heb. 13,3. 1 Pet, 3.8. Having compaſſion, &C, 
The Greek is, Suffering together. 

2. They ſhould viſit them ; for Chriſt will account hereafter 
ſuch viſitors,as viſitors of himſelf, Mat, 25. 36. Yea, and to en- 
quire out for the Priſoners and Sufferers of Chriſt, 2 Tim, x, 17, 

3. Not to be aſhamed of them or their ſufferings, Mat.g.38. 
2 Tim.1,16, 7 

4. To pray earneſtly and unceſſantly for them, As 12.5, 
Rom,12,11, With 15.30. Philem.22, 

5. To encourage and hearten them, by ſtanding up, if there be 
need and cauſe, to plead for them, and the Cauſe they ſuffer for ; 
as Jonathan and eAbimeleck, the Prieft did for Dauid, the-one to 
the hazard,and the other to the loſs of his life, x Sam.20.32. and 
22,14, Andas we read many of the Martyrs did. 

6. To adminitter to their neceſſities, Hat.25.35, 36. Atts 24, 
17, 2 Tim.1,18. t 

7. Toengage for them, and to be their ſecurity ; as doubtleſs 
ſome of the Saints did for Faſon, At,17.9. And ſome of the Mar- 
tyrs did, body for body, and life for life. 

8. To remember them, which will be a help to perform other 
duties, Pſal.137.1, x Theſ.3.6, Heb..13.3. 

0. To be ready to lay down their lives for them, Row, 6.4, 
1 John 3,16, 

10. Tobe affe&ed when they are freed and ſet at liberty from 
their ſufferines, Atts 12.14. Heb.13.23, 

Queſt. 42, What ſhould diſſwade the Perſecutors of God's People 
from perſecuting them ? ; 

Auſw. 1, Becauſe the Lord takes the perſecuting of his Peo- 
ple, asif they perſecuted himſelf, As 9.4, I Cor. 8, 12, See 
more, 2 Kings 19,6. Pſal.83.5. Iſa: 37.28, Exek,35.13. Col.l, 
24. And it 1s evident, that they that do perſecute the Members 
and Do&rine of Chriſt, do perſecute him, Pſal, 22, Ais 4.25. 
Rev.i7.14, 2, By 
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2, By conſidering who and. what puts them on to perſecute 
them ; to wit, the Devil, and the pride and hatred of their own 
hearts : See clearly proved, Rev. 12.13. Pſal, x0. 2, x Fohy 

"SE ' 

Hp 3. To conkider what a diſhonourable work and (ervice it is to 
be the Devils Drudges, Executioners and Scullions, as all Per- 
ſecutors are, See Lnks 22.3,4,6, Fohn 8.44, As 13, x0, Rev. 
12,13. | 

4. ” Becauſe that is an evident ſign that they are the Seed of the 
Serpent, and Children of the Devil, and Wicked men, that do ſo, 
Gen.3.i5. John 8.37,38,44, As 13,10, Mat-24.49,50. Gal.g. 
29, 2 Theſ.3.3. 

5. Becauſe they are mad that do ſo, if you believe Paxl, ſpeak- 
ing it of himſelf ( and what clearer Teſtimony can there be). Be- 
ing exceedingly mad (ſaith he) againſt hem (to wit, the Chriſtians) 
I perſecuted them, &c. Acts 26,11, The Jews ſaid Chriſt was mad, 
John 10.20, But indeed they were mad. So now, ſober Men that 
{trive to ſerve God, are called Faraticks (that is, mad men ) but 
it is almoſt as eaſie to prove, as that the S»z1is in the Firmament, 
that they are Fazaticks that call them ſo; and (as God himſelf 
calls them) Royſters or terrible ones, Jer, 15.2x, Margent. And 
often times they are called mad ; as David ſaid, My enemies (that 
did reproach and perſecute him ) are mad againſt me, Pſal. 102, 8, 
And Jeremiah ſaith, The Nations were mad, Jer, 50,38, & FL. 7. 

6. Becauſe it is the unreaſonableſt thing that can be for men 
that are guilty of many fins themſelves (and probably upon that 
account,Perſecutors are called unreaſonable men, 2 Theſ.3.2,3. 
and thoſe notorious and ſcandalous ones too,as Swearing, Curſing, 
Blaſpheming, Drinking, Whoring , Sabbath-breaking, Wrong- 
dealing, and many others) to perſecute poor people ( if they did 
ert therein) for ſeeking to ſerve God ; this ( if you take it in the 
worlt ſence ) is to verifie that Proverb, That Vice doth corrett 
Sin : And ſee what Chrilt ſaith, John 7. 19. And like Sazl, that 
would put Jonatha to death, for putting his Rod in a little Ho- 
ney which cleared his eyes, and much refreſhed him, 1 Sam. 14. 
27,29, 44+ And yet he himſelf made no bones of killing @f of 
the Lord's Prieſts, with their Wives and Children, x Sam.22,18, 
I9, nor committing that Rebellion ( which Same! ſaith was as 

the 
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the ſin of Witchcraft) i God and his Command, in ſparing 
the Amalckites ; for that is the meaning of that Scripture which 
is ſo much perverted by the flattering Clergy ; ſee and con- 
fider it, 1 Samig 22,23, | 

7. Becauſe the Perſecutors have many prayers againſt them 
( beſides the groans, and tears, and ſufferings of the oppreſſed 
and perſecuted, their relations, friends, yea, and all the Godly 
in the world) Pſal.119.84. Fer.17.18, and the Lord will ſurely 
hear their cry, Exod.3.7, Pſal. 145, 19. Prov.22.22,23. As the 


AY 


Popiſh Queen of Scors (aid, ſhe feared the Prayers of ( that holy 


Miniſter, Mr,) Joh» K:ox more than twenty thouſand men, Itis 
like there are as many and as fervent Prayers in Scot/and, in Eng- 
land, and elſewhere,now againſt the Perſecutors of God's Church ; 
therefore let them be afraid, 

8, Becauſe it is clear you donot perſecute them for their evil 
works, but for their good works; as the Jews did Chriſt, Fohy 5. 
16, For if you did it for their evil works, Why did you not do it 
before they did profeſs Religion, whillt they commitred great and 
publick wickednefles ? yea, and why do you not perſecute others 


that are notorioufly wicked fill. See Queſtion 3. 
9, Becauſe they become guilty of all che Perſecutions of their 


Predeceſlors, and pull all the puniſhments of God upon their 
heads, due for their (ins. See it clear in Mat, 23. 34,35. Rev. 
18,24. 

_—_ Becauſe either you muſt repent for your Perſecution, or 
elſe perith for ever, Loke 13. 3, 5. If you will repent, it 1s like 
you will be repaid in your own Coin; as that great Perſecutor (af- 
terwards eminent Apotile ) Paxl was, I Cor, I5.9. Gall. 13, 


compared with 2 Cor.4.9. 2 Tim.3.1T. 
*:1, Becauſe you labour in vain, or kick againſt the Pricks : as 


Chriſt told Paul, As 9.5. You become fighters againſt Chriſt ; 
25 Julian the Apoſtate ſhot an Arrow againſt Chriit the Galilean, 
which lighted upon his own head. See Afts 5. 30, 

x2, Becauſe by your Perſecution you encreaſe the number of 
Chriſtians, and their boldneſs ; yea, you make them more graci- 
ous hgre, and glorious hereafter, which good you do not intend 
them ; yet ir 1s ſo, for the Church doth increaſe thereby ; for the 
Blood of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church ; and they grow 
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un 
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like the Camonuile, the more they are trambled upon ; and like 
the Palms Trees, the more they are—oppreſt : and we have exam- 
ples in God's Word, Atts'8, 3, to the 18. and 11.19,&c, And all 
. the Countries where Perſecution hath been ; as France, Bohemia, 
Germany, England, Scotland, &c. | 

13, Becaufe God himſelf will perſecute them that perſecute 
his People, Pſal. 83,15, Lam. 3. 66, Mark the word He, z.e. 
God,ordaineth his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors, Pſal.7.13. 

14, Remember that thote men that are judeed to be the worſt 
men that ever were in the world, and that are moſt tormented in 
Hell, were Perſecutors ; and *tis but little comfort for any to be 
their followers ; as Cain, Fudas, Eſan, Pharoah, Balaam, Antiochns, 
the Jews that crucified Chriſt, Herod, Pontins Pilate, Nero, Juli- 
an, &C. | | 

LF. Becauſe of the miſerable end that hath befaln, and doth 
befail many of the Perſecutors of God's People , even in this 
World ; Achitophel and Judas hanged themſelves ; Herod, that 
killed the Infants of Bethlehem, crew mad, and killed his Wife 
and Children, and other Friends, who fell into many miſerable 
torments, rotting and ſtinking on the Earth, as many others in 
the like kind ; ſome others ſtruck dead ſuddenly,others drowned, 
others broke their necks, others kil'd,others had their privy Mem- 
bers and Bowels rotted, and fell from them. I could give divers 
inſtances of my own knowledge, of ſome that were puniſhed in 
the ſame manner ; they perſecuted others, and three afterwards 
of them killed, two whereof by their own Friends z and another 
great diſturber and perſecutor of a godly Miniſter, was ſhot with 
Gods Arrow the Plague, that he was ſtark mad, and went raging 
and raving along the ſtreets, and crying out, Do zot ye ſee the De- 
vils in the Air coming to fetch me ? and fo fell down dead in the 
{ireet. Theſe four examples were within ten miles compats, in 
the ſpace of two or three years ( three of them ) and the other 
_—_ five or fix years before : A good caution for Perſecutors. 

EL; 

16, It is poſſible that the worſt and greateſt Perſecutors in the 
world, that have not finned maliciouſly that unpardonable fin 
againſt the holy Ghoft, may be converted, and become excellent 


Chriftians ; as Paul, and one Baſ#ldes, a Captan of the _ 
that 
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that led the Chriſtians to be burnt in the fifth Perſecution, was 
converted by the Prayers and Patience of a godly Y:rp:n that was 
Martyred,and he-was ſhortly after beheaded for profetling Chriſt - 
we have many other inſtances in the Book of Martyrs; and two 


godly Preachers I know now living that were Perſecutors, And - 
the Metcies of God, and the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 1s as rich and 


free to them as any others, and God would be as willing to re- 

ceive ſuch, as the Father of the Prodigal was to receive his loſt 

Son ; and there would be great joy in Heaven at the converſion of 
one ſuch ſinner, and ſuch a one may bring much Glory to God, 

and be glorified for ever with God, if he return from Perſecuting, 

to profeſs Chriſt and Godlineſs, and all his fins ſhall be aflured- 
ly. pardoned, as the fins of thoſe that had a hand in crucifying 

Chriſt were, when they did repent at the preaching of Peter ; See 

Luke 15.20, &c, Atlls 2,36, &c. & 3.14. to the 20, Conſider of 
1, takg advice, hear it, and kyow thowit for thy good,as it is written, 

Fadg.19.20, John 5.27. 

Laftly, That the Perſecutors of God's People (be they never fo 
many and mighty) ſhall be cettainly overthrown, Exod. 14.27. and 
I5.7.Pſal.141,6. As we read of many inſtances in divine and hu-. 
mane Hiſtories ; as that of Pharoah before mentioned ; alſo Zera 
the Ethiopian, who came againſt Fudah with anArmy of a z000000. 
men, and 300 Chariots, yet they were overthrown, 2 Chrez, 14, 
o,to the 14. So the Babylonians that kept Iſrael in Captivity,were 
overthrown ſuddenly, and great Baby/o» in a night, Dar. 5.31, 32+ 
So ab 000 the Apoſtate by the Perſians, and many others.” 

Queſt, 43. But how are the Perſecators aud Enemies of God's 
People overthrown and deſtroyed ? 

Anſw. x, Immediately, and by the hand of God ; as Pharoah, 
Belſhaz.zar,and the five Kings of the Amorites, and their Armies, 
with great tones that he caſt down from Heaven upon them, Feſh. 
19.11, Andfſo the two Captains, and their fifties that were ſent 
to take Elijah, were deſtroyed with Fire from Heaven, 2 Kings 
I.104r7,12, 

2. God doth it ſometimes by his Angels; as He ſent an Angel, 
who in one night deſtroyed an Hundred, Fourſcore and Five 
thouſand, with all the mighty Men, Leaders'and Captains inthe 
Camp of the A{ſrians, 2 Kings 19,35, with. 2:Chron,32,20, «x 
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the Angel, ſmote that wicked Herod, that ſlew James, and wonld 
have killed: Perer,, As 12, 1,t023. Pial. 35.6, | 
3- Goddoth ſometimes ſtir up the irrational. Creatures to de- 


ſtroy them. as he d1d-the two Bears, to deſtroy forty and:two 
Children that mocked E/ſha;the Propher, 2 Kings 2.23, 24- 


'Fhoſe, Lions that would not meddle with Damel, 'yer greedily.de- 


,voured his-Perſecutors, Das, 6. 22,24, Weread'alſo of fome 
that were kil'd by their own Dogs that fell mad, and of ſome that 
were deſtroye1 by Wolves, acco:ding to the curſe of God, That 


th:y ſhonld be deſtroyed by wilde Beaſts, Liv, 26. 22. f 
4- | God doth ſometimes kindle a fire among themſelves, -and 
make the. enemies .of his peopie deſtroy one another,” as he did 
berween.Abimelech and the men, of Sechem,Judg.9.23,49, to F7. 
And the Mozvires, the Edomnes,: 2\/Chron. 20, 23, Andthus Ggd 
hath iaid, 1hat he will ſer Egyprian againſt Egyptian, Ruler againſt 
Ruler, mnughty mn agarnſt mighty man, Brother againſt. Brather, 
Neighbour againſt Nerghbour ,, City againſt City , and Kingdons a 
gainſt Kingdom, Ita; x9, Z. Jer. F1. 46, 337-7 
5. , SOME.1umes private-perſons, as Perſecutors own Subzes, 
yea their own Sons and Servants killed them , as you may ſee, 
2 Kings 1 9.:39,-37. 2 Sam, 4: 2,457. I Kings 16,9,/10; The 
like is read in many Humane Hiſtories, 51989 
. 6.  Someilmes they deſtroy raemuelyes, as Achirophel andrfu- 
das dig hang ihemſelves, 2.Sam.;17. 23, Mat.27. 5.-ln Humane 
Hiſtories, we read of ſome Perſecutors that Poyſoned;others that 
Stab'd,and,others that arowned,themfelves.; and as-it Was {aid of 
that Burche:ly Perſecutor Amtzochns, ſoiirmay be ſaid of. every 
other Perſecutor, He ſhall come tg his exd, Dan. x1 £456 hs 
Queſt. 44. But how may Chriſtians know when their: Perſecution 
45 near toan end, their Enemies to Deſtruttion, and they near Delian- 
race framnt Zr oe tang 4: tale; mi 
* -Anſw. x, If their Perſecution 'and Oppreſſion be orown Very 
great and heavy,, and the: Perſecutors are ill adding Aﬀictiong 
Exod, 5..18, 19, &c, Iſa. 33. 10. | 
.. 2, By their own earneſt and extraordinary cryingand praying 
unto the, Lord, under their Pexſecutions, - Exod, 34-7; Fudg.3-9, 
IF.&.I4, 6. Pſal. 106.6, T3, 19. «2 212801 Ig 
.-.3-, By.the. pride and eovlance of. the Perſecutors, -Exady 
F48 T5.9s 
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T5937 Pſal.'x2. 5. Trowit) when they ſee no viſible danger, 
4. When all viſible means of their deliverance fail, Dear, 32, 
36, 2 Kings 14.26. Iſa. 63. 5. 


5, When the Fatih of moſt of God's people begins to flag and 


fail, Iſa; 49, 34,15, 33. & 51.13, 14, Duke rs, 8, | 

6, - Yetoh the contrary, when'God gives a difcovery and a 
mighty Faith for deliverance unto ſore-few of his Servants ; as 
'God did to Darel, Dan.9. 3,4. and Habakkak,, chap.', 12, God 


vevealed the like tomany of the Martyrs, ſothatthe laſt Martyr 


burnt in" Smith field, ſaid He ſhould be the loft. 


"42:7. When God doth either convert or deftroy any chief Lead- 


ters in the Perſecntion, as when Paw! was Converted, the Churches 

hadirafts, Ads 9.31. fo when' Antiochwm, Nero , and other 

wicked 'Perizcutors died, the'Saints and Chriftians had ſome 're- 

ſpire'from Perſecution. OWE 

, 8. :When'the Enemies-are poſſeſſed with a great fear; when 

any danger is vikble and near them, 'Feſ.2.'9, 24 ;& 5.1, Dan. 
5 6, 7. ” IS: < & h | | 

: 9: When Enemies and Perfecutors are hardened both by af- 

AiKrons and thercies, Exod. 8, r5,/& 9. 7, 34. 

-. 20, Whenthe number of God's ' people do ratherancteaſe than 

decreaſe, Atts 7. 17, + þ 

-» fx, When' Chriſtians are humbledfor;and-reformed fron thoſe 

Kns:whichibraught-the perſecution ypon them, and God's wark'is 

werougphttn-aridupon them, ſa. 10.12, | 

-- Queſt.” 45; But what if Gods'prople 'be not humbled and reformed 

3 meet, fall that binder their deliverance? SY 

eAnſw. No, though that be deſirable , and to be earneftly 
fou>hrafter, yet God finds other Motives to move him thereto ; 


2 "FRE. 

x. Tfthe time that he hath promiſed to deliver thembe come, 
as-at theend of 'the 430. years, in the very elf ſame day he'led 
dfrarl out of Egypt, Exod,12, 41x, and ſothe Children of 1ſrael. 
came out of Babylon at the end'of the 70.years;and yet we do not 
zead'chatEitherof them were ſo humbled, much-les reformed from. 


their Gns; for theyin-Egfpr(for ought we ſee) did cty.only becauſe. 


of their: o:ward Bondage , and it; is evident that they in Baby- 


1bn:did not onely - (for the generality of them ) continue intheir- 


Eariner fins, but did contract much gvilc there, which after they 
| | Caine: 
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-canie out, they repented for, and put away, Zech, 7; 12, Ezra 
9+ 1, 2, 10,1,2, 17, 18, &c, Neb, 13,13, 15, 23, &c, Fer, 


31.9. 2Chrox. 36. 14, 15,21, ſee alfo Daz, 11, 27, 35, 36, 
-* 2 ''The Lotd hath a regard to his own Promiſe, that no part or 
'circumftance' thereof fail, Joſh. 23. 14, If, 1 Kings 8, 56, Pſal. 
205. 42. -Ezek, 16.60, - bo Ree tfTee | 

3. He is moved with a reſpe& to his own Name and Glory to 


deliver them, Ezek, 36. 20, 21, 22, & 39.7, 


£4. From the conſideration of the cmelty and-unmercifulneſſe | 
that the Perfecutors and Enemies of his people ſhew to them, 
Dent, 32.27, . Prov, 12, 10, Lech, I, 15. LD 
© '-5, His own Love, Pitty, Relations and Fairhfulneſstohis. 
-people will move tim; Pſal; 134+ 14. Tſa.63.8.Jer.31.18,19. 

6, To prevent his peoples ſtretching out their hands to ini- 
quity,through the violence of their Temptations and Tryals, Pſal. 
125. 3. I'Cor, IO. 13, = 

7, ' He hattvalſo an'eye-upon the meaſure of their Enemies inj- 
Uuities, Ge», 5, 16, Dan. 8,23. Zech. x. 3,8, 9. 

- - 8, Becauſe God hath ſomepart of the work of 'Sanification 
to work in and upon his people, at, through, .and after their deli- 
verance, Ezek, 36. 24, 25, Obed. 14, 17. verſes. 

9. God hath reſpe& unto the Blood, Prayers and Tears of the 
Saints that ſuffered for him in former Generations,who cry under 
"thie Attar; 'as 'Rev, 6, 10, as if their blood were newly ſhed, like 
the Blood of the Sacrifices underthe Law, ſhed about the Altar, or 
like the blood of Abel, Ger. 4. 10. | | 
- x0.” God will have relation-to his own Juſtice, and the execu- 
ting of the Judgements written upon his enemies, Pſa, 149. 9. 
Rev. I'9. 2, EN 

It. Bzcauſe God knows that nothing wilt oblige his people 
more to love, ſerve, and praiſe him, than to deliver them, when 
they are ſo unworthy, andindeed when they look not for delive-. 
rance, 1ſa. 64. 3,4,5. . Wo 

12, Becauſe that will alſo tend to exalt God in the eyes of his 
own people, and their enemies, Der. 32. 31. Pſal. 126,1,2,3, 

13. Becauſe the deliverance of God's people, and the defiru- 
ion of their enemies, tends to the converfion of finners, Efther 8, 


IG, 17, 18, Zech, 0,2, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
H. 2. 14. Becauſe: 
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